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Abstract: With behavior analytic laboratories closing and many of the second generation of scientists reaching retirement 
age, basic behavior analysis is at a crossroads. The applied area is strong, because behavioral methods have achieved 
recognition as the treatment of choice for autism spectrum disorders and because professional certification programs and 
state regulatory requirements have further solidified applied behavior analysis as an established therapy. But the future of 
the basic area is unclear. Furthermore, because basic science provides much of the theoretical underpinning for the applied 
area, the future positioning of the applied area as an academic discipline is also somewhat uncertain. Constructed as an 
imaginary presidential address, this presentation will offer an assessment of the current status of the wider field of 
behavioral science and make suggestions for the future role of behavior analysis within that wider field. In “Changing 
Course,” a recent essay in The Behavior Analyst (Vyse, 2013), I outlined personal reasons for turning my attentions away 
from the field of behavior analysis. The current presentation will take a different tack, imaging a new course for basic 
behavioral analysis (with implications for the applied area) that might help ensure the field’s continued contribution to 
behavioral science. Among the topics considered will be: (a) the role of theory in behavioral science, (b) the limitations of a 
field so tightly bound to a distinct set of research methodologies, (c) future directions for graduate training, (d) the role of 
ABAI, and (e) the prospect of behavior analytic contributions in as yet unexplored areas. Basic behavior analysis is not 
alone in facing existential challenges. The “reproducibility crisis” has had profound effects on psychology and other social 
and biological sciences. At this moment of flux, there are new opportunities for innovation and collaboration that could 
strengthen our field. 
 


