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Dr. Erik Arntzen received his Ph.D. from University of Oslo, Norway, in February 2000. Arntzen’s 
dissertation focused on variables that influenced responding in accordance with stimulus equivalence. He 
also holds a degree in clinical psychology. He is currently a full-time Professor in Behavior Analysis at 
Oslo and Akershus University College (OAUC). His research contributions include both basic and applied 
behavior analysis, with an emphasis on research in relational stimulus control and verbal behavior. 
Lately, he has started research projects with a focus on (1) remembering functions in patients with 

dementia and (2) conditional discrimination of melanoma detection. He has also been interested in ethical considerations 
and core values in the field of behavior analysis. Furthermore, he has ongoing research projects within the areas of 
gambling behavior and consumer behavior. He also runs a Behavior Analysis Lab at OAUC. Dr. Arntzen has published 
papers in a number of different journals including Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior (JEAB), Journal of 
Applied Behavior Analysis (JABA), The Psychological Record, Behavioral Interventions, European Journal of Behavior 
Analysis (EJOBA), Experimental of Analysis of Human Behavior Bulletin, Analysis of Gambling Behavior, the Analysis of 
Verbal Behavior, American Journal of Alzheimer's Disease & other Dementias, and Psychopharmacology. Dr. Arntzen has 
served as the president and past-president of the European ABA (2008-2014). Dr. Arntzen has been a member of the board 
of the Norwegian Association for Behavior Analysis from 1987-1993 and from 2006 to present, holds the position as the 
secretary of international affairs. Dr. Arntzen is a trustee of Cambridge Center for Behavioral Studies. He has presented 
papers at conferences worldwide. Dr. Arntzen has been recognized with awards, including the SABA award for the 
dissemination of behavior analysis, ABAI award for outstanding mentoring, the research award at Akershus University 
College, and publication award at OAUC. Dr. Arntzen is one of the founders and the editor of European Journal of Behavior 
Analysis. He has also served as the editor of Behavior & Philosophy. He has served on the editorials board of several 
journals, including the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, The Psychological Record, International Journal of Psychology 
and Psychological Therapy, American Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease, the Behavior Analyst, and The Behavior Analyst 
Today. 
Abstract: The presentation will tell a research story about the search for verbal mediation in delayed matching-to-sample 
arrangements and emergent relations. By telling the story, a series of experiments will be presented. Terms as 
simultaneous and delayed matching-to-sample (DMTS) and emergent relations will be discussed. Research using DMTS 
procedures has shown that equivalence class formation has increased as a function of increasing delays between sample 
and comparison. For example, a 9-s delay enhanced equivalence class formation more than a 0-s delay. So, the question 
‘why’ has been asked. Thus, in research on DMTS, it has been argued that the naming the stimuli in the delay might bridge 
the gap between the sample offset and the comparison presentation. Therefore, we have tried to influence the matching 
performance by introducing a variety of distracting tasks in the delay between the sample offset and the comparison onset. 
The main findings from such experiments have shown how the tasks presented in the delay influenced the responding in 
accordance with stimulus equivalence. Finally, experiments employing ‘silent dog’ and talk-aloud procedures have 
accumulated valuable information of what participants are talking about in the presence of the sample, in the delay, and 
when the comparisons are presented. 
 


