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General Information

Meeting times:  Thursdays, 5:00 to 7:30 PM in TEC 244.

Office hours:  Tuesdays - noon to 2:00 PM;  Wednesdays - noon to 2:00 PM; Thursdays - 3:00 to 5:00 PM.

Phone:  Office - 522-2078; Home - 231-5186.

Email:  Office - amurphy@pc.fsu.edu;  Home - almurphy@aol.com.

Course Objectives
The general theme of this course will be to acquaint the student with Skinner's (1957) theoretical analysis of "language" as described in Verbal Behavior, and provide examples of applications derived from the analysis by Sundberg, Partington, Michael, R. Koegel, L. Koegel, and others.  Although the majority of this work has been done for individuals with autism and related disabilities, the processes and procedures involved have wider implications for other populations including people whose language development has not been delayed.  We are fortunate in that Dr. Jon Bailey will be providing two lectures based on Skinner's "Verbal Behavior" which is a recommended text.  The other texts by Partington and Sundberg represent applications of this theoretical analysis.  In addition, relevant journal articles will be assigned.

As a result of taking this course, the student will be expected to have attained the following skills:

Recognize and provide examples of the elementary verbal operants (e.g., mands, tacts, echoics, mimetics, mand compliance [receptive], intraverbals);

Assess current language functioning using both an initial assessment and more extensive tool (ABLLS);

Select an appropriate communication topography;

Develop learner objectives based on these assessments;

Design skill acquisition programs based on the assessments while using techniques found to enhance learning (e.g., the use of establishing operations, reinforcement, shaping, fading, errorless learning, and behavioral momentum);

Track the learner's progress on the programs.
Evaluation
The following weights will be used to determine the student's grade:

Quizzes = 45%

Homework assignments = 45%

Participation = 10%.

Absenteeism

Any unexcused absence will lower the final grade by 5%.  

ADA Policy
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should:


1.
Register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC);


2.
Bring a letter to the instructor from the ADRC indicating that you need academic accommodations.  This should be done within the first week of class.  The syllabus and other class materials will be available in alternative format upon request.

Academic Honor System
"The academic honor system of the Florida State University is based on the premise that each student has the responsibility: 1) to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity in the student's own work; 2) to refuse to tolerate violations of academic integrity in the University community; and 3) to foster a high sense of integrity and social responsibility on the part of the University community."  (2002-2003 FSU General Bulletin, p. 75.)
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READING ASSIGNMENTS DUE


CLASS EVENTS

8/29/02       
None






Introduction; 










Partington video
9/5/02     
Introduction to Skinner's analysis


Guest speaker

Bailey & Wallander(1999)

9/12/02        
Introduction to Skinner's analysis


Michael video

Michael & Miguel (2001)

9/19/02        
Introduction to assessing language


Guest speaker

Sundberg & Partington (1998) Chapters 1, 2, & 3

9/26/02        
FABA

10/3/02        
Fall Break 

10/10/02
Selecting a response form; beginning training; 
Quiz 1

NET vs DTT

Sundberg & Partington (1998) Chapters 4, 5, & 13

10/17/02        
Methods for making learning easier
                
Dunlap & Koegel (1980) - interspersal

                
Wlliams, Koegel & Egel (1981) - natural reinforcers

                
Egel (1981) - varying reinforcers

                
Repp, Karsch & Lenz (1990)- TDM

10/24/02        
Beginning imitation, echoics, receptives, matching 


& tacts

                
Sundberg & Partington (1998) Chapters 6, 7, & 8

10/31/02        
Intraverbals and advanced tacts & receptives

Quiz 2

                
Sundberg & Partington (1998) Chapters 9 & 10

11/7/02     
Advanced intraverbals & mands

                
Sundberg & Partington (1998) Chapters 11 & 12

11/14/02        
Partington & Sundberg (1998) (Scoring 






instructions) Pages 1 - 29

11/21/02        
Partington & Sundberg (1998) (Scoring 

instructions) Pages 31 - 92

11/28/02        
Thanksgiving

12/3/02
Miscellaneous 




Quiz 3
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