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Psychology of the ADD/ADHD Child, EDSE 415 
Credits: 3




Semester/Year: Fall 2003  
Instructor: Dr. McLaughlin

Times and Location: T-Th  8:00 - 9:15

Office Location: RC 130

Office Hours: T-Th  11:00 a.m.- 12 p.m. and 1:00 - 2:30 p. m., and Th 9:30-11:00

I.  Overview:
The purpose of this course is to examine etiology (causes), diagnosis procedures, characteristics, and treatment strategies that deal with children with attention deficit disorders.  You are provided study questions over chapters in the Barkley text, Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder:  A Handbook for Diagnosis and Treatment (2nd ed) (Barkley, 1998).  You will be required to provide a summary of three recent journal articles dealing with children with ADHD or ADD (1986-present).  A 20-25 page paper in APA style and format reviewing either a treatment procedure, diagnostic treatment issue,  or an examination of the causes of ADHD or ADD will be required.  You are also provided a sample paper as a model in the bound text.  The quizzes and exams for the course will usually take place about every three to four class meetings.  

II.  Goals:

The student will have a basic understanding of the various causes of ADHD.  Data based intervention procedures such as drug management and behavior therapy will be examined in detail.  Various popular non-data based interventions (e.g. diet, lighting, megavitamin therapy, patterning, etc).will be reviewed and evaluated   Various ways to assess children with ADHD will be covered.  Parent training with parents/guardians of children and youth with ADHD will be covered.  Long term follow-up with children and youth with ADHD into adulthood will reviewed and discussed.  Finally, the effects of ADHD on adulthood will be provided.  
III.  Objectives

l.  The student will understand the basic causes of ADHD.  

2.  The student will be able to evaluate various interventions employed to remediate behavioral difficulties of children and youth with ADHD.  

3.  The student will be able to list and evaluate various school-based interventions to manage the academic responding of such children and youth.  
4.  The student will be able to list the various outcomes with children and youth with ADHD into adolescence.  

5.  The student will be able to list and evaluate the various outcomes with children with ADHD into adulthood.  
6.  The student will be able to define the characteristics of ADHD.  
7.  The student will become familiar with the data based literature dealing attention deficit disorders (ADD/ADHD).  

IV.  Learner Activities

l.  Frequent Exams over Materials in the Text and Lecture

2. Completion of Journal Abstracts 

3.  Research Paper

4.  Study Questions  

V.  Required Texts

Barkley, R. A. (1998).  Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder: A handbook for diagnosis and treatment   New York:  Guilford.  

McLaughlin, T. F. (2003).  ADHD bound materials  Spokane, WA:  Gonzaga University Printing Service.  

VI.  Assessment and Grading6

(6) Quizzes x 100        

= 600 

(5) Journal Summaries 

= 500 

(1) 20-25 page paper in 

APA Style and Format 

= 600 

Study Questions           

= 300





Total   2,000 

A   
= 2000 - 1990 

A-  
= 1989 - 1980 

B+ 
= 1979 - 1950 

B = 
= 1949 - 1945

B- 
= 1944 - 1940

C+ 
= 1939 - 1920 

C 
= 1919 - 1900 

C- 
= 1899 - 1880 

D  
= 1879 - 1775

F 
= 1774 - O 

INC 
= Failure to complete any course requirements

Late Paper or Abstracts

You will be penalized 10% per hour your abstracts or paper are late. There will be no exceptions except for a documented illness or emergencies.  You need to inform me of emergencies or illness.

VII. Academic Dishonesty and Cheating Policy:
The Special Education Program adheres to the Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures of Gonzaga University.  Please see your student handbook for details.  In general, what is likely to happen if a student is found to have been academically dishonest is the following:  The first time a student is caught cheating or being academically dishonest the student will receive zero on that particular quiz, exam, assignment, or research project.  There will be no opportunity to make this up.  The second offense will result in a "F" for the course and possibly being dropped from the Special Education Program.  Each offense will result in a statement of the problem being placed in the student's file with the School of Education.  The Special Education Faculty have conferred with other faculty and students who agree that this is a fair policy.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, using notes when not allowed or looking at other students' exams or quizzes before or during quizzes or exams, a student presenting another person's work as the student's own, presenting an assignment or paper for this course that has been or will be used for another course assignment or paper, and/or fabricating data (including reliability checks) for the research project.  See me if you have questions.

Calendar
September 2, 2003 - September 23, 2003  Chapters 1-4, Clinical description of ADHD.  Reprints will be covered toxins and ADHD. The various etiologies of ADHD will also be examined.  Your first major exam will take place on September 23, 2003.  

September 25, 2003  - October 2, 2003:  Chapter 5, Etiology of ADHD.  You first abstract is due October 2, 2003.  You second major exam will be on October 2, 2003.  

October 7, 2003 - 14, 2003:  Chapter 6 Developmental Course of ADHD and Adults.  Your second  journal abstract will be due Tuesday, October 16 2003.  

October 19, 2003 - 23, 2003:  A theory of ADHD.  You will have your examination over this chapter on October 23, 2003.  Your third abstract is also due. 
October 28, 2003 - November 11, 2003:  Chapters dealing with The Evaluation of ADHD Children: Clinical Interview, Tests, and Rating Scales. We will concentrate on the rating scales portion of the text.  Observation Methods and Psychological Tests (Chapters 7-11) will be covered.  You will have your fourth exam over these chapters on October 28, 2003.   
November 13 - December 2, 2003:  Drug Management of ADHD Children Chapters 17 will be examined in detail. Research articles by Pelham et  al. as well as Susan O'Leary's and C. Keith Conners work will be covered. You will be given study questions over the research handouts as well.  You will have your fifth quiz over this chapter on December 2, 2003.  

December 2, 2003 - December 11, 2003:  Chapters 15 on Behavior Therapy will be examined.  Handouts dealing with self-control procedures for children with ADHD will be reviewed in detail.  You will have your sixth quiz over this material on November 30, 2003.  Your fourth and fifth abstracts are also due on the December 11, 2003.  Behavior Therapy in the Classroom to deal with ADHD students (Chapter 15 and Handouts) will be examined in detail.  We will also complete the course evaluations 11th of December.  
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