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Course: EDSE 698.01 Research in Special Education   
Credits: 3 Functional Analysis Track and 5** for other Graduate Tracks 

Time and Location:  Th -- 4:00 to 9:00 p. m. RC 130

Sem/Year:  Session I and II, Summer, 2004
Instructor:  T. F. McLaughlin, Ph. D. 

Office Location:  RC 102


Contact Telephone:  455-9017 (Home) 328-4220 Ext. 3508 (Work) e-mail-- tmclaughlin@soe.gonzaga.edu or rmclaughlinwa@mac.com(Home) 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:00 p. m. or by appointment

I.  Overview

Students in graduate Programs in Education at Gonzaga University are prepared to provide leadership in the area of research, publication, and evaluation in the field.  Students will be able to evaluate research to make decisions based on quality research is a skill required of leaders in the area of special education.  Special education teachers are also prepared to take a leadership role in evaluating their teaching and the research in their respective classroom or district.  

II. Objectives:
A. The student will be able to review research in education.

B. The student will be able to write a research paper in appropriate the new APA style and format.

C. The student will demonstrate 100 percent accuracy on an examination over APA style, appropriate parametric and non parametric statistics.

D. The student will demonstrate mastery of the basic assumption of various statistical tests.

E. The student will be able to proof materials for publication in the professional literature.

F. The student will be able to judge socially important research topics.

G. The student will demonstrate mastery of (100 percent) of behavioral assessment.

H.  Student will make 45 note cards over their respective topic

I. Develop and research a topic employing note cards, computer and manual searches in ERIC, Psych Info, First Search, Omni File, Articles First, and Medline.  

K.  The student will be able to present data as to the effectiveness of the public schools.  

L.  The student will be able to find strong empirical evidence to support his or her views of education and how best to work with today's youth.  

III. Specific Projects:
A. Examination over editorial reviewing, the APA style and publication manual. (Group) 

B. Examination over basic assumption and the various parametric and nonparametric statistical tests.  (Group)

C. Research proposal written in appropriate style and format.  (Individual)

D. Completion of study questions over the APA Publication Manual (2001).  (Group)

E. Completion of an editorial review.  (Group)

F. Completion of an APA critique of a manuscript.  (Group)

G.  Present Research Proposal.  (Individual)

H. Completion of note cards.  (Individual)

I.  Finding five references with evidence detailing the research which shows the effectiveness of the pubic schools on student achievement.  (Group)  

IV. Grades and Grading:
Grading will be based on an absolute standard (Keller, 1968).  The following lists the activities and the points each is worth.  Finally the overall criteria for the various grades are listed.  Remember, you all can get A's and the unfortunate opposite is also possible

A.  Test over APA style   




5 points (Group)

B.  Test over statistics                      


5 points (Group)

C.  Test over single-case research designs 

5 Points (Group not FA)

D.  Research proposal                                

5 points (Individual)
E  Kazdin study questions                       

5 points (Group)

F.  Editorial review                                   


10 points (Group)

G. APA critique                                        


10 points (Group)

H.  Note cards                                             

25 points (Individual)
I  Library Exercise                                  


20 points (Individual)  

J.  Recent cites on the effectiveness of the schools
5 points (Group)
V. Required Texts:

Huck, et al.,  (2004).  Reading statistics and research (3rd ed).  New York: Harper & Collins.

American Psychological Association (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5h ed.).Washington, D.C.: APA.

McLaughlin, T. F. (2004).  Tim's materials on blackboard.  Spokane, WA:  [http:blackboard.gonzaga.edu/]

VI.  Assessment and Grading:

A = 
100-99

A- =
98

B+ =
97

B = 
96

B- = 
95

C+ = 
94

C  = 
93

C- =
92

D = 
91

F = 
90

Failure to complete any of the requirements will lead to an incomplete.  Let's not let this happen!!  
VII. Academic Dishonesty and Cheating Policy:
The School of Education and the Graduate School adheres to the Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures of Gonzaga University.  Please see your student handbook for details.  In general, what is likely to happen if a student is found to have been academically dishonest is the following:  The first time a student is caught cheating or being academically dishonest the student will receive zero on that particular quiz, exam, assignment, or research project.  There will be no opportunity to make this up.  The second offense will result in a "F" for the course and possibly being dropped from the Special Education Program.  Each offense will result in a statement of the problem being placed in the student's file with the School of Education.  The Special Education Faculty have conferred with other faculty and students who agree that this is a fair policy.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, using notes when not allowed or looking at other students' exams or quizzes before or during quizzes or exams, a student presenting another person's work as the student's own, presenting an assignment or paper for this course that has been or will be used for another course assignment or paper, and/or fabricating data (including reliability checks) for the research project.  See me if you have questions.

Calendar
May 13--June 3, 2004--Introduction of the course and expectations.  Begin work on APA manual, APA study questions, Editorial Reviewing, and research topics.  Also note card construction and topic selection will be examined in detail.  Be sure to spend your time in Foley Library.  Protection of human subjects, laws regarding research with children and adults, informed consent, etc. will be examined.  Some items listed as requirements but no due dates given (i. e. note cards and the library exercise) are to be turned in to me anytime during the Summer Session I or II.  We will also cover the beginning of editorial reviewing.

June 10, 2004--Editorial reviewing, the research and publication process, and behavioral assessment (Sulzer-Azaroff & Mayer, 1986) will be also covered.  APA study questions and APA critique are due June 11, 2004. 

June 17 and 24, 2004--Descriptive statistics, levels of measurement (nominal, interval), mean, median, range, standard deviation, standard error, etc. will be examined (Chapters 2,3, 4, 5, and 21 in Huck et al., 2004).  Parametric statistical tests will be discussed. Their lack of appropriateness for data collection in most school situations will be examined.  Calculation of t-tests and students t will be covered.  Additional work with non-parametric statistics (Mann-Whitney U test, Sign Test, and Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Test. (Huck et al.,  Chapter 19, 20).  Editorial Review is due June 24, 2004.  
July 1, 2004--Additional work with non-parametric statistics. Friedman and Kruskall-Wallis analysis of variance tests. Chi Square and other tests of association will also be shown.  Complete work on statistical tests.  Your examination covering various statistical tests is due July 15, 2004.   Be sure that you note cards have been seen and turned in to me by the end of this week.  

July 8, 200**  (A Wednesday)--Complete work on statistical tests.  Your examination covering various statistical tests is due July 5, 2004 at the latest.   Your proposal paper is due during this time span.  I am also available for appointments and individual work in the afternoon.  Be sure to sign up and see me!  Some items listed as requirements have no due dates given (e.g. note cards, library exercise), these are to be turned in to me anytime during the Summer Session II.  Presentations of research proposals (three minute maximum) will take place on July 8, 2004.  Course evaluations will also be given.  All things need to be turned in on or before July 8, 2004.  Have a nice remaining summer!  

**Taking the Course for 5 Credits—Kazdin Study Questions and Single Case Designs with be covered during July 8, 2004 and July 15, 2004 your exam and study questions are due.  
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