
Special Education 511  

Managing the Learning Environment of Handicapped Persons


Spring, 2005

Instructor:
Saul Axelrod, Ph.D.



Office Hours

Ritter Hall 441

  


Mon.: 2:00 - 4:00

215-204-6060




Wed.: 2:00 - 4:00

axelrod@temple.edu.



Text:
Alberto, P. A., & Troutman, A.C. (2003).  Applied Behavior Analysis for Teachers.
Columbus, OH: Prentice-Hall.

Readings to be purchased in Copy Center, Ritter Hall 234

Course Requirements:
1.
There will be a midterm and a final examination.  The final will be cumulative.  That is, on the final students will be responsible for information presented prior to the midterm.

2.
Students are required to carry out an applied behavior analysis study in which the purpose is to improve the behavior of an individual or a group.  The study can be conducted in a classroom, in a home setting, or on oneself, but the most desirable setting is the classroom, if possible.  Students will be required to submit a proposal of their intended study and to submit a report of the outcome.

3. Students will be required to write a term paper on some subject relevant to applied behavior analysis.  This can be a particular behavior analysis procedure, a specific problematic behavior, the use of behavior analysis procedures in the school or home, a philosophical issue relevant to behavior analysis, etc.  Students should informally have had their topics approved by the instructor before working on the paper.

4. Students must have a Temple astro account since some material for the course will be posted on Blackboard.

Course Grade:
Each examination will comprise 1/3 of the student’s grade.  The study and research paper will constitute 1/6 of the grade.  There is no such thing as extra credit in the courses.  Absences in excess of two will result in the lost of ½ grade for each instance.

Additional Notes:  

1.
For the comfort of all participants, students should refrain from eating in class.

2.
If you cannot make it to class, it is not necessary to call me in advance.

3.
Please keep a copy of all materials you submit for grading and all materials that were returned until you receive a grade for the course.  At times, materials are lost.

4.
Students who submit reports early can redo them for a higher grade, if desired.

5.       All papers that students submit should be written in clear, grammatically correct language, free of spelling and typographical errors, and punctuated in a standard and appropriate manner.

6.
Students should make every effort possible to take the examinations when they are scheduled, because the makeup examinations are typically more difficult than the original examination and are often arranged at inconvenient times.

SYLLABUS

January18

Discussion of course content, requirements, etc.  Informal presentation of studies conducted by previous students.

January 25, February  1 

            READ:

Chapters 3, 4, & 5; Pp, 27-47

LECTURE:

Measurement of behavior; behavioral research designs

            Respondent and operant conditioning

February 8                   

READ:

Chapter 1; Pp. 281-298; 328-335, 431-434.

LECTURE:

Positive reinforcement; negative reinforcement; shaping

February 15

READ:

Pp. 414-426; 320-328; 294-298

LECTURE:

Fading, schedules of reinforcement, conditioned reinforcement

February 22

READ:

Pp. 298-310; 341-364

LECTURE:

Token reinforcement, feedback; using reinforcement to decrease behavior, extinction

NOTE:


PROPOSALS ON APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS STUDIES ARE DUE
March 1


READ:

Pp. 364-389


LECTURE:

Punishment

March 8


SPRING BREAK
March 15


MIDTERM EXAMINATION
March 22

READ:

Pp. 411-413; 401-411; 443-467

LECTURE:

Imitation; stimulus control; stimulus generalization; maintenance of behavior

March 29

READ:

Pp. 426-429; 314-320

LECTURE:

Chaining; group contingencies, students as behavior modifiers

Home-based reinforcement programs

NOTE:


TERM PAPERS ARE DUE
April 5

READ:

Chapter 11

LECTURE:

Self-management behavior: Effects of environmental 

arrangements on student behavior.

April 12



READ:

Chapter 6


LECTURE:

Functional analysis of behavior





Functional communication training


NOTE:


APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS REPORTS ARE DUE

April 19

READ:

Mathes & Bender, “Teaching Students with ADHD”

LECTURE:

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

April 26

READ:

Pelios & Lund, “Autism Overview”; Lovaas, “Behavioral 




Treatment...”

LECTURE:

Autism

May 3



STUDY DAY

May 10


FINAL EXAMINATION

ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS  PROPOSAL 

Introduction

State reason why particular problem has been selected.

Method: Subject(s)
Describe briefly.  give age, grade and sex.  Describe any disorders of the subject which are important to the study.

Setting:

Briefly describe the setting in which the study is taking place (e.g. inner city school in Philadelphia; a group home in Glenside, PA).

Observations

Define the behavior (s) you are measuring in specific, observable terms.  Identify the type of measurement procedure that will be used-frequency recording, interval, momentary time sampling, or lasting product.  State how often measurements will be taken (e.g. daily, weekly, etc.) and who will do them.  Indicate who will do reliability checks and how often they will be done.  Describe how reliability index will be calculated.

Apparatus

Describe any unique apparatus you will be using in your study, if any.  If none is to be used, you can leave this section out.

Procedure

Give a thorough description of the technique you will use to modify the behavior.  Suggest alternative procedures if the original technique is ineffective.

Experimental

State the type of experimental design (reversal, multi-element, or multiple baseline) you will use and list each experimental phase in the correct order (e.g. Baseline1, Reinforcement1, Baseline2 , Reinforcement2, or Front of Class1, Back of Class1, Front of Class2)

Results

Indicate how you will present your data (e.g. table, graph).  If you plan to use a graph, draw and label axes.

Note:
1.
Make a copy of study before submitting reports.

2.
Joint projects are not permitted.

3.
Use the future tense in your proposal.

4.
Avoid use of purchase covers when submitting reports.  Simply staple pages 

together.

5.
Please number all pages.

6.
Please double space everywhere.

SAMPLE  APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS PROPOSAL

Introduction
I am a teacher of a 3 year old integrated (handicapped and nonhandicapped) nursery school.  We begin our school day with circle time.  In order to get the children in circle form, my assistant and I will play a game of “Ring-Around-the-Rosie.”  This insures that the children are seated correctly to begin our circle.  However, during circle the children will stand up and move about because they want to sit next to someone different, look at or play with a new toy, or pick out the record they want to hear next.  Circle time includes daily attendance, discussion of a specific topic, finger plays and/or music.  The last part of circle time includes movement activities so the children are not being expected to sit longer than their attention span warrants.  I would like to decrease the number of out-of-seat behaviors with this program.


Method

Subjects
This program will be used on a class of 13 children, ages 3 and 4 in a  nursery school class.  Eight of the children are nonhandicapped and the other five have handicaps.  The handicapped children are on basically the same levels as the normal three year old students.

Setting

The program will be used in the three year old nursery school classroom at Ups and Downs Nursery School.  This program is part of the Early Intervention Program run by Special People in Northeast (S.P.I.N.).

Observations
During this program my assistant and I will be measuring out-of-seat behavior.  Each time a child stands up without being asked to, will be counted.  We will be using the frequency recording method to measure the behavior.  The measurement will be taken every day that we are in school and have circle time.  We hold class three times a week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, but we are also scheduled for time in the movement room or playground.  When we return to the classroom on those days, we only spend ten minutes in circle.  A classroom assistant will  be doing the reliability checks every third day.  The reliability index will be calculated using the percent formula.

Apparatus
The children are going to be asked to sit on rug squares that have their names taped on them.

Procedure
Data will be collected until a steady baseline is established.  When this happens,   I will explain to the children that they are getting up and down too often and we can’t learn fun things unless they pay attention.  I will tell them that now they will have something to help them stick to the floor at circle time.  The rug squares that are going to have their names on them are magic, and if they get up before circle time, they might fly away.  I will also explain that the rug squares are very good listeners and they will know when the children are allowed to stand up.  Hopefully this will do the trick.

Experimental
The design that I will be using is the reversal design.  The stages will be Design

Baseline1, Rug Squares1, Baseline1, and Rug Squares2.

Results 
The data collected will be graphed on the graph below.  I will also use a separate graph for our short circle days.  This will show if the behavior is present on these days and if there is a decrease when the programmed antecedent is used on those days.


INSERT GRAPH HERE

ITEMS INCLUDED IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS REPORT


INTRODUCTION

Summarize the applied behavior analysis literature relevant to the behavior or procedure you selected.  Cite all sources.  State  the reason why this particular problem was selected.  This section should be similar to that in a published article.


METHOD

SUBJECT (s).  Describe BRIEFLY.  Give the  age, grade, and gender  of the subject(s).  Describe any disorders of the subject (s) which were relevant to the study.

SETTING.  Briefly describe the setting in which the study took place (e.g. inner city school in new York, or an institution for the retarded, etc.).

OBSERVATION.  Define the behavior (s) you measured in specific, observable terms.  Identify the type of measurement procedure that was used, e.g. frequency recording, interval, duration, momentary time sampling, or lasting products.  State how often measurements were taken (e.g. daily, weekly) and who did them.  Indicate who did the reliability checks and how often they were done.  Describe how the reliability index was calculated.  State results of reliability checks.

APPARATUS.  Describe any unique apparatus you used in your study.  If you did not use any unique apparatus, you can leave this section out.

PROCEDURE (s).  Give a thorough description of the technique(s) you need to modify the behavior of interest.  Indicate the type of experimental design which you employed (e.g. reversal, multi-element, multiple baseline)  and list each experimental phase in the correct order (e.g. Baseline1, Reinforcement1, Baseline2, Reinforcement2, or Front of Class1, Back of Class1, Front of Class2, Back of Class2).


RESULTS

Present a graph (s) of your data.  Label the axes.  Include tables where appropriate.  Indicate the mean and/or median rate of the behavior for each experimental phase.  Summarize the results. Do not merely refer the reader to the graphs.


DISCUSSION

Summarize what happened in your study.  Point out any noteworthy events.  Point out the limitations of your procedure.  What changes could you make to improve your procedure. Comment on the most significant aspects of the study.


REFERENCES (in APA form)

NOTES:
1.
Make a copy of your study before submitting it.

2.
Do not simply resubmit the introduction and methods sections of the proposal. Rewrite it in the past tense for the final paper.

3.
 The Results section should summarize mean, trends of data, range, etc. Do not simply refer to graph.

4.
Avoid use of purchase covers when submitting report.  Simply staple pages together.

5.
Please number all pages in the upper right hand corner.

6.
Please double space.

          7.
Papers should be about four to seven pages long and contain four to                       seven references.
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