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BEHV 5810.702 PRACTICUM


SUMMER I, 2000  
INSTRUCTOR:
Janet Ellis, Ph. D. (565-3318). E-mail address:

ellis@SCS.UNT.EDU. FAX # (817) 565-2467

Office: Chilton Hall, 360E

Office Hours: By appointment

CLASS TIME
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. -12:30 p. m. in Rm C3 in Woodrow Wilson Elementary School from 5 June - 30 June 2000




Classroom Teacher: Ms Varina Lavelle




Classroom Paraprofessional: Ms Michelle Donaldson

NECESSARY 

EQUIPMENT:  
Radio Shack-type timer or a wristwatch that enables the user to set any time interval, has an alarm to indicate the end of a specific time interval, and has a recycling alarm function (unless supplied by instructor), pencils with erasers,(unless supplied by instructor); notebook log for recording daily observations and hours spent on practicum projects out of class. 

OVERVIEW:
100 hours of direct supervision in applying behavioral principles and technology to modify the academic, social, and interpersonal skills of  children selected by the DISD for the Extended Year Services (EYS) program
ESSENTIAL ACADEMIC COMPETENCIES
· Engage in minute-by-minute direct observation of each elementary student assigned as your trainee

· Identify critical skill deficits and design programs to remediate these deficits

· Design data sheets specific for each program you design/modify 

· Maintain daily graphs on each elementary student=s progress toward task mastery

· Implement behavioral instructional technology (e.g., fluency training) and modify existing IEP activities when necessary using behavioral instructional technology as the basis for those modifications

· Model and demonstrate effective behavioral procedures for DISD Special Education staff 

· Organize semester data and observations into a final report to be delivered to campus administrators and staff personnel

  OBJECTIVES FOR THIS PRACTICUM

· Write behavior management programs for each DISD student

· Train DISD paraprofessional staff to implement all behavioral programs that you, as a practicum trainer (PT) design

· Design data sheet to accompany each customized training program 

· Train DISD paraprofessional staff to record discrete trial data/program you design

· Work with all DISD students on a rotating basis (change students/training roles at the first classroom break each class day)


IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES  
OBSERVATION AND DATA COLLECTION

Practicum trainers [PTs] will make classroom observations [at predetermined time intervals] of the appropriate as well as inappropriate behavior of elementary students. These observations will provide the rationale for modifications to existing programs or designing new program phases for each elementary student.


PROGRAM WRITING 

Based on the information provided by the observation and data collection throughout the practicum, PT=s will design/make modifications to training programs and will furnish original data collection sheets to accompany each program/program modification. 

PERSONAL LOG RECORD OF ACTIVITIES


Each PT will keep a daily log of comments on programs h/she runs/day. This log will consist of  program components that were effective, aspects that need to be modified, why modifications might be helpful and recommendation(s) on how to make those modifications;  recommendations for future procedures,  additional training that would be helpful, and any other information you deem important.  


Logs will be turned in as part of practicum grade at the end of the semester.

GROUP MEETING ACTIVITIES

At 11:30 am the DISD students line up for the bus and leave the classroom. Prior to the group meeting,  classroom areas are cleared of floor debris, training materials are returned to appropriate boxes, and leftover food/drink items are thrown away.

From 11:35-12:30 we hold our group meeting. Campus administrators from DISD/ Hodge, as well as other DISD professionals (e.g, school psychologists, counselors, nurses, Special Ed program supervisors, etc.),  have been invited to attend this meeting. PTs will discuss what worked and what didn=t, discuss challenging behavior problems, explain rationale for programs, review graphed data, etc. Any DISD Special Education staff  may have questions which the PTs will answer. 
FINAL EXAM

Each of you will prepare a final report on a DISD student with whom you worked. Format will depend on the child=s programs,  requests for information from DISD Special Education personnel, etc. All reports will include final copies of the child=s programs accompanying data sheets and graphs, and written recommendations (if any), with rationale, for modifications to physical, social and/or learning environment.

OUT OF CLASS ACTIVITIES 
All the time spent on these activities should be recorded in your practicum note log. 

These activities include special meetings called by DISD administrators,  program design/redesign, data-sheet design, graphing data for posting the following day. Any time spent customizing learning activities, locating equipment for training, etc., is to be recorded [and the activity labeled] as part of your practicum hours. Travel time to and from this class cannot be logged as work time.


ADA STATEMENT
The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accomodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to me during office hours by the 2nd class meeting. 

