

SPLED 409 SYLLABUS     2

Course Syllabus

SPLED 409: Curriculum for Students with Special Needs

6 Credit Hours

Fall Semester, 2005

Time: Monday and Wednesday: 1:25 - 4:25

Place: 13 Life Sciences  
Instructor (Reading): Rick Kubina, Ph.D.

Office: 209 CEDAR Building

Office Hours: M: 12-1; W: 12-1 or by appointment

Telephone: (W) 863-2400

E-mail: rmk11@psu.edu

Instructor (Math, Spelling, & Writing) Paul Morgan, Ph.D.

Office: 211 CEDAR Building

Office Hours: M: 12-1; W: 12-1 or by appointment

Telephone: (W) 863-2285

E-mail: paulmorgan@psu.edu

1.0
Required Texts:
1.1 Carnine, C. W., Silbert, J., Kameenui, E. J. & Tarver, S. G. (2004). Direct instruction reading (4th Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall/Merrill. 

1.2 Stein, M., Silbert, J., & Carnine, D. (1997). Designing effective mathematics instruction: A direct instruction approach (3rd Ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall/Merrill. 

1.3 Course packet (SBS).

PLEASE NOTE: Student must bring the necessary items to class daily (indicated in the syllabus).

2.0 
Special Materials
2.1 Digital count down timer.

2.2 Standard celeration charts (Five daily and two weekly) available at the student bookstore (SBS).

2.3 One phonics and math workbook (available at stores such as Barnes and Noble, Wal-Mart, etc.).

3.0
Catalog Description: "Effective curriculum and materials to educate students with special needs”

(Undergraduate Catalog, p. 719).

4.0
Course Objectives
4.1 Knowledge: The student will demonstrate knowledge of:

4.1.1 research findings relative to effective reading, math, and language art instruction.

4.1.2 the influence of teacher behavior on student learning.

4.1.3 the relationship of environmental factors and reading math, and language art performance.

4.1.4 the influence of individual student characteristics on reading, math, and language art performance.

4.1.5 the importance of building on strengths and accurately determining needs.

4.1.6 the application of instructional design as it relates to identifying goals.

4.1.7 how assessment and grouping practices effect student motivation and learning.

4.1.8 alternative methods to build fluency

4.1.9 direct instruction in reading math, and language art performance.

4.2 Skills: The student will:

4.2.1 provide dynamic homogenous groupings based on current student instructional level.

4.2.2 demonstrate ability to use Direct Instruction methods and materials.

4.2.3 make instructional decisions based on student data and sound 

practices from the research base.

4.2.4 adapt programs to the individual needs of students.

4.2.5 write in clear, objective, behavioral terms for use in objectives and lesson plans.

5.0
Course Outline:

R = Reading for the class

RR = Reading reaction 

DIR = Direct Instruction Reading

DEMI = Designing Effective Mathematics Instruction

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment for Class
	Assignment in Class (Due dates)



	January 10

Monday 
	Syllabus and course description
	Buy texts and materials for class-RR #1: Cheney, 1999
	

	January 12

Wednesday


	-What is DI?

-What is a curriculum

-Forms of Knowledge

-DI video
	R #1: A taxonomy of knowledge forms and instructional requirements

RR #2: Lindsley, 1992
	RR #1

	January 17

Monday
	-Curriculum Based Assessment and Curriculum Based Measurement for reading

-Constructing “progress sheets”


	R #2: Deno, 1987 and others in Special Focus; Deno, 1985; Focusing on Formative Evaluation


	

	January 19

Wednesday


	-Curriculum Based Assessment and Curriculum Based Measurement for Math
	Jones, 2001
	

	January 24

Monday 
	-Precision Teaching (Part 1)

-Constructing “practice sheets” 


	R #3: Binder, 1993; Snyder, 1992a and 1992b (Morningside Academy…, & Training to fluency)

RR #3: Collins 1997, Time article on Whole Language
	RR #2

	January 26

Wednesday


	- Precision Teaching (Part 2)
	R #4: West & Young, 1992


	

	January 31

Monday 
	-Informal assessments for Reading (Assessment, analysis, and instruct. implications)
	R #5: Fuchs, 1996 RR #4: Illusion of balanced literacy – Moats 
	RR #3

	February 2

Wednesday
	-Introduction to effective reading

-DI video (Dateline)
	DIR chapters 1, 2, 3, 4
	

	February 7

Monday
	-Beginning reading

-Early Language assessment
	DIR Chapters 5, 6, 7

RR# 5 - The whole thing or a piece? (2001)
	RR #4

	February 9

Wednesday


	-Beginning reading (Part 2)
	DIR chapters 8, 9, 10


	Evaluation #1

	February 14

Monday


	Beginning reading (Part 3)

Decoding (part 1)
	DIR chapters 11, 14, 15 


	RR #5

	February 16

Wednesday 


	-Decoding (part 2) 

-In class activity (Phonics workbook)

-Brief description of Math CBM
	DIR chapters 16, 17, 18


	Bring phonics workbook

	February 21

Monday 


	-Comprehension (part 1 & 2)
	DIR chapter 19, 20, 21, 22, 23


	

	February 23

Wednesday


	DI video


	DI video


	Evaluation #2

	February 28

Monday


	-Individual Teaching demonstrations
	-Individual Teaching demonstrations
	Individual Teaching demonstrations

	March 2

Wednesday 


	Library Tour – meet at 3rd floor computer lab
	Library Tour – meet at 3rd floor computer lab
	Library Tour – meet at 3rd floor computer lab

	March 7 and 9
	Spring Break – No Class
	Spring Break – No Class
	Spring Break – No Class

	March 14

Monday 


	-What are math disabilities (MD)? 

-The neurological perspective
	R# 6: Bryant et al., 2000; Ginsburg, 1997
	

	March 16

Wednesday


	-Guidelines for teaching children with MD

-The NCTM Standards
	R#7: Jones et al, 1997; Mercer et al., 1996; Miller & Mercer, 1997
	

	March 21

Monday 


	-Formal & informal assessment in math

-CBA, CBM 
	R#8: Bryant & Riveria, 1997
	Quiz #1

	March 23

Wednesday
	-Overview of effective math instructional components & DI Math
	R#9: Carnine, 1997; Dixon, 1994
DEMI Ch. 1-3
	

	March 28

Monday


	-Symbol ID

-Place value

-Assign math groups for the first time

-Start group assignments for math
	DEMI Ch. 4-6

Teaching Format Presentation #1
	Quiz #2

	March 30

Wednesday


	-Addition & Subtraction

-Review for Evaluation 

-In class activity (Bring math workbooks)

-Math groups (bring materials)
	R#10: Gersten & Chard

DEMI Ch. 7-8

Teaching Format Presentation #2
	

	April 4

Monday 


	-Multiplication & Division

-Using graphic organizers 

-Math groups (bring materials)
	R# 11: Ives & Hoy, 2003; Jitendra, 2003

DEMI: Ch. 9-10

Teaching Format Presentation #3
	Evaluation #3

	April 6

Wednesday


	-Problem solving 

-Another effective intervention:  PALS Math 
	R#12: Bottge et al., 2001; Fuchs et al., 2001; Jitendra et al., 2002; Lani, 2001


	Quiz#3

	April 11

Monday 
	Math group presentations


	None!
	

	April 13

Wednesday


	-Why do children struggle in spelling? 

-Spelling strategies that work 
	R#13: Graham, 1999; Fulk & Stormont-Spurgin, 1995
	Quiz #4

	April 18

Monday
	-The debate over spelling instruction

-More spelling strategies that work
	R#14: Graham, 2000; Graham, Harris, & Chrzempa, 2002; Fulk & Starmont-Spurgin, 1995
	

	April 20

Wednesday 


	-Assessing & teaching expressive writing to children with disabilities
	R#15: Baker et al., 2003; LD Online articles (Isaacson 1 & 2; Gersten et al.)
	Quiz #5

	April 25

Monday
	-An effective intervention: Self-Regulated Strategy Development

-Wrap-up & review
	R#16: Harris et al., 2003
	

	April 27

Monday
	
	
	Evaluation #4

	May 2

Monday
	Finals week
	Finals week
	Finals week


4.0 
Course Format and Policies:

Make-up Policy: Students must complete all assignments in class at the regularly scheduled time. Students should arrange their personal schedules in order to meet the responsibilities for this course. In the case of a legitimate documented absence (e.g., illness, death in the family), call the instructor IMMEDIATELY and inform him of the situation. Students must provide documentation regarding any absences for missed assignments or receive a grade of 0. In other words, if the student has to turn in an assignment and does not turn it in on the specified day, unless the student has a documented excuse the student will receive a zero for the assignment. 

Late assignments: If students forget to do an assignment, turn in the wrong assignment, or for any other reason turn in an assignment late, the student can receive up to half credit if turned in the next day (1 day late). If the student turns in the assignment after two days then the student can receive up to 1/4 credit (2 days late). After 3 days the student will receive a grade of zero for the assignment.

Evaluations: Evaluations, worth 50 points, may consist of the following combinations of questions: application exercises, short essay, fill in the blank, multiple choice, matching and true/false.

Reading Reaction: Complete a reading reaction on the assignment given by the instructor. At the back of the syllabus you will find a guide for answering questions. Please use the appropriate instructor’s format for writing answers. Please respond to the listed reading in the Reading Reaction section of the course packet. 

Math presentation/evaluation: The instructor will assign students to a group of 3 or 4. As a group students will decide on a math curriculum, program, or method to review and evaluate. Each student will submit a final paper that should range in size from 4 to 6 pages. The paper and review will contain the following topics: 

Introduction - Name of the program, the origin, the creators or original authors, other relevant information that introduces the program.

Methods/Curriculum - How do teachers use the program? Describe what a teacher would do when using the program. Describe in detail so people unfamiliar with the program will get the general gist of it. Also does it have a scope and sequence of skills? If so describe. If not explain what skills students will learn. Also, what does it say in regards to practice and fluency development. If it does not specify practice, how do students develop fluency with the skills.

Research findings - What type of research support does the program have and/or does not have. Who has used it?

Strengths – Describe the positive features of the program.

Weakness – Describe areas that need improvement or could pose problems for students in general or special education.

Recommendation – Based on your review of the findings, what recommendation do you give for using the program.

Students will also provide a group oral presentation of the papers to the class. The oral presentation can include materials, handouts, video or other aids to augment the presentation. Oral presentations will range in time from 8 to 12 minutes. The instructor will give class time to work in groups and to answer questions (bring relevant materials to class on indicated days - look in the class schedule). 

Teaching evaluation: The instructor will observe the student teaching a scripted lesson (student’s choice) for 3 minutes. In that time the instructor will watch the presentation and look for various effective-teaching behaviors. Students will receive a checklist of these behaviors before the lesson occurs. Additionally, the instructor will go over and model the effective teaching behaviors in class. Last, students will practice the effective teaching behaviors explicitly in class multiple times. 

In class activity: Phonics workbook and math work critique. Students will buy a commercial phonics workbook and math workbook. The students will bring each one to class on the assigned day and will go through the workbook with a critique sheet provided by the instructor. The student will rate the workbook and share findings with the class via a brief, informal presentation. Each activity will consist of 5 points (for a total of 10 for both activities).

DEMI Teaching formats: Students will work in groups to prepare and lead the class in learning specific math skills taught using the DEMI formats. The instructor will provide a short checklist beforehand. 

Quizzes. A short quiz will be taken at the beginning of the class. Quiz questions will cover assigned readings and lecture. 

5.0 
Grading: Your final grade in the course will come from the total number of points 
you earned. A total of   points are distributed over the course requirements as 
follows:


Evaluations (4 @ 50)



200


Reading Reactions (5
@ 3 pts)
 
  15


Math program evaluation/presentation

  25


Teaching demonstration 


    5


DEMI Teaching formats (3 @ 5 pts)

  15

In class activity (2 @ 5)


  10


Math/spelling/writing quizzes (5 @ 5 pts)
  15




  

Total





295


Final Grade Table


A
=

(100-94%)


295-277


A-
=

(93-90%)


276-266


B+
=

(89-87%)


265-257


B
=

(86-83%)


256-245


B-
=

(82-80%)


244-236


C+
=

(79-76%)


235-224


C
=

(75-70%)


223-207


D
=

(69-61%)


206-180


F
=

(60% and below)

179-0

6.0
ADA Statement: In order to address special requirements to facilitate learning of any students with a documented disability, ding those with hearing or sight loss, those students must inform the course instructor no later than the second class session and have the Office of Disability sending a letter verifying the disability.

7.0 Statement of Ethical and Professional Conduct: While enrolled in this course and all others in the undergraduate or graduate programs, individuals in Special Education Programs preparing to become teacher have an expectation to adhere to the Code of Professional Practice and Conduct for educators promulgated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education (22 PA Code 235). You can obtain copies of the Code from the Special Education Program Secretary. The Program faculty considers violation of the Code as serious and may implement sanctions against students. Depending on the seriousness and frequency of alleged violations, faculty may implement a verbal; reprimand, a written warning which will appear in the students file, or a more serious disciplinary action including dismal from the Program. Please read pp. 64-69 of the Penn State Student Guide to Policies and Procedures for information about disciplinary procedures and to the Pennsylvania Regulation governing certification (School Code 1209) which states that candidates for certification must “possess those personal qualities…. which warrant issuance of a certificate.” 

8.0
409 and 495G relationship: According to the faculty senate sheet for 495G a rule states, “CONCURRENT: a grade of C or better required in SPLED 409.” This means students must maintain a C or better average to maintain their 495G placement. Falling below a “C” average once means the student cannot proceed with 495G in the current semester (even if the grade is brought up at a later date).

Reading Reactions:

For each reading reaction select one of the following options:

1. Describe an interesting/appealing/insightful/perspective or idea that you agree with or endorse that was presented in the reading.

2. Describe contentious/confusing/distasteful idea that you disagree with that was presented in the readings.

3. Based on your understanding of the reading, what question do you have regarding either the content or its application to special education. 
Format of the paper.

At the top of the page write:

Name

Reading Reaction #

# of the reaction you have chosen to respond to.

Example:

Rick Kubina

Reading Reaction  #3

#1

Type a doubled spaced response in Times 12 font. The reading reaction will fill one page. Short reading reactions will result in a loss of points. The grade for the reading reaction will come from the following sources:

Following the correct format;

Grammar and spelling (more than 2 typos automatically will result in the loss of a point); Accurate information from the reading; Idea presented logically.

