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COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS:


This course will focus on the literature on behavior analysis and developmental disabilities. After completing this course, the student should have:


1. An understanding of the definition and characteristics of the major developmental disabilities that behavior analysts will encounter.

2. An understanding of the behavioral research conducted with this population.

3. The academic background to develop behavioral programs for this population.

Primary Texts

Goldstein, H., Kaczmarek, L. A., & English, K. M. (2002). Promoting social communication. Baltimore: Brookes.

Koegel, L. K., Koegel, R. L., & Dunlap, G. (1996).Positive behavioral support. Baltimore: Brookes.

Wieseler, N. A. & Hanson, R. H.(Eds.). Challenging behavior of persons with mental health disorders and severe developmental disorders. Washington: American Association on Mental Retardation.
Additional Required Readings

Additional readings are available at the Printing Plant, 606 S. Illinois Avenue. Page through the entire reading packet as soon as you get it and compare it to the syllabus.  If you find missing pages go to the Printing Plant and ask them to rectify the problem. You are responsible for all assigned readings on the due date. 

Requirements and Grading

1. A 20 min. quiz will be given at the beginning of 14 classes indicated on the syllabus.  Quizzes will be worth 20 points each. If you come to class while the quiz is being administered, you will have until time is up on the quiz to finish. If you come to class after the quiz has been completed, you will not have the opportunity to take it and you will receive a grade of 0 for that quiz. If you plan to be absent from class, it is your responsibility to arrange to take the scheduled quiz or test in advance of the class you will not attend.




Possible points: 280

2. There will be 4 take home tests due February 21, March 21, and April 11, May 11. The tests are take home to allow you to develop your answers thoroughly and with detail. You may use any materials you wish while preparing your answers, but you may not consult or collaborate with anyone else. The tests should be your own independent work. The first three tests are due in the professor’s mailbox by 4:00PM and the last by 9:00AM on the due dates. Each test is worth 100 points.




Possible points: 400

3.Project Options:


A. Literature Critique Paper

The purpose of this project is for you to do a mini-literature review and analysis on a very focused topic involving applied behavior analysis and persons with developmental disabilities. You should select a topic of your choice that has at least 10 good behavior analysis (experimental) studies published on modifying the same behavior. Generally, the more recent and better quality experimental studies are preferred. 

Your topic choice could be based on either problem behavior (e.g., pica,  echolalia, aggressive behavior, stereotypy) or adaptive behavior (e.g., teaching sight vocabulary, training tooth brushing, teaching a leisure activity), and could involve any population from preschool to geriatric, and take place in any setting. Papers involving problem behavior should restrict the literature to recent studies that included a functional assessment.

Use the article by Huang and Cuvo (1997) as a general model of organization. Construct a table similar to Table 1 in that article to summarize key aspects of all your experimental studies, and then use additional focused tables as appropriate. In addition to the 10 experimental articles, other literature may be needed of a descriptive nature for your Introduction to define the problem and provide data on incidence, prevalence, and the social impact of the problem. Additional literature also may be needed as a frame of reference for your evaluation of the experimental studies and recommendations. Adapt the Huang and Cuvo organization and tables as appropriate for your topic. The series Progress in Behavior Modification and International Review of Research in Mental Retardation in Morris Library should be consulted for additional review chapters.

Above all, your paper should include not only a description of the research, but also a critical analysis or evaluation of the various components of the experiments. With only 10 articles and no page limitations, you should develop your content in each section fully (more fully than some sections of the Huang and Cuvo article that had publication page limitations). You should make clear the procedures used in each article. Use the most recent APA style for writing the paper. Ten percent of the points will be allocated for writing style, including APA style.

GENERAL CRITERIA FOR PAPER GRADES

90-100% This grade will be awarded for fully developed descriptions of the research procedures, excellent critical evaluations of the research, good writing style, very few APA style errors, a well written Introduction that explains the nature and importance of the problem, and well written conclusions with recommendations.

80-89% This grade will be awarded for a good but not an excellent paper. It typically is lacking in sufficient critical evaluation, and may be somewhat under developed in description or have style violations. 

below 80% This grade will be awarded when there are significant deviations from the requirements. Papers that are substantially lacking in description, evaluation, or style might be awarded this grade.   
TIMELINE FOR ALL PROJECTS

3/1/02 Submit a paragraph describing your proposed topic for approval. You don’t have to wait until this date. Submit earlier and get a head start. Two points will be available for meeting this due date with a description that meets project requirements.

3/22/02 Submit photocopies of abstracts of at least 10 applied behavior analysis (i.e., experimental) articles that you will use in your paper. You should have read and evaluated the literature and selected these articles because they are of sufficient quality to be used in your paper. Do not submit abstracts that you have not critically evaluated. In addition, submit a copy of the table that you will use to analyze the experimental articles. Five points will be allocated based on the appropriateness of the abstracts and table you submit on this date. Remember, you need at least 10 good experimental articles to analyze. You may use additional book chapters and review articles for background in your paper. Eight points will be available for meeting this due date with abstracts that meet project requirements.

4/30/02 Paper submission. Put your paper in instructor’s mailbox by 4:00 PM.

This project is valued at 100 points, including the 10 points for the paragraph and abstracts submitted earlier. There is a 20% per day point loss for late papers.




Possible points: 100

B. Assessment Instrument Review Paper

This paper will focus on an evaluation of five assessment instruments that have demonstrated validity and reliability for persons with some developmental disability. You should obtain a copy of the tests, their manuals, and relevant published information. Your paper should include a relevant introduction and then a section for each test.  These sections should include: (a) the purpose of the test, the intended population, and the standardization sample characteristics, (b) a detailed description of the test content, (c) the administration procedures, (d) detailed evidence of its validity and reliability, and (e) recommendations.

C. Staff/Parent Training Program

This project involves making a 30-60 minute training program for staff or parents relevant to this course. It would include a Power Point presentation on a topic, a videotape demonstration, and an appropriate paper to document your program. 


Grades will be based on proportion of total points earned, as follows:

A = 780-702

B = 701-624

C = 623-546

Lower grades are available on the same proportional scale.

You can avoid Test 4 and receive an “A” in the course if you have earned 90% of the points up to and including Test 3 and the project (i.e., 540 points), plus a grade of 18 or higher on quizzes 11-14. 

*****January 18, 2002 (POPULATION DEFINITIONS AND 
CHARACTERISTICS)
Course introduction on nature of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, as well as paradigm shifts.

*****January 25, 2002 (DISABILITY DEFINITIONS & DIAGNOSTICS)

READINGS: 

Schalock, R. L., Stark, J. A., Snell, M. E., Coulter, D. L., Polloway, E. A., Luckasson, R., Reiss, S., & Spitalnik, D. M. (1994). The changing conception of mental retardation: Implications for the field. Mental Retardation, 32,181-193.

Wieseler, N. A. & Hanson, R. H Chaps. 1-3 & 5 

Filipek, P. A., Accardo, P. J., Baranek, G. T., Cook, E. H., Dawson, G., Gordon, B., Gravel, J. S., Johnson, C.P., Kallen, R. J., Levy, S. E., Minshew, N. J., Prizant, B. M., Rapin, I., Rogers, S. J., Stone, W. L., Teplin, S., Tuchman, R. F., & Volkmar, F. R. (1999). The screening and diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorders. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 29, 439-484.

QUIZ 1
*****FEBRUARY 1, 2002 (INTERDISCIPLICARY ASSESSMENT)
READINGS:

Guralnick, M. J.(2000). Interdisciplinary team assessment for young children  In M. J. Guralnick (Ed.). (pp.3-15).Interdisciplinary clinical assessment of young children with developmental disabilities. Baltimore: Brookes.

Coggins, T. E. & Timler, G. (2000).Assessing language and communicative development. In M. J. Guralnick (Ed.). (pp.43-65).Interdisciplinary clinical assessment of young children with developmental disabilities. Baltimore: Brookes.

Hay A. & Breiger, A. G. (2000). Psychological assessment and the interdisciplinary team. In M. J. Guralnick (Ed.). (pp. 183-199).Interdisciplinary clinical assessment of young children with developmental disabilities. Baltimore: Brookes.

Osterling, J. A., Brooks, C. A., Unis, A. S., & Watling, R. (2000). In M. J. Guralnick (Ed.). (pp.281-307).Interdisciplinary clinical assessment of young children with developmental disabilities. Baltimore: Brookes.

QUIZ 2

******FEBRUARY 8, 2002 (LANGUAGE ACQUISITION & COMMUNICATION)

READINGS:

Prizant, B. M., Wetherby, A. M., & Rydell, P.J. (2000). Communication intervention issues for children with autism spectrum disorders. In  S. F. Warren & J. Reichle (Series Eds.) & A. M. Wetherby & B. M. Prizant (Vol. Eds.),Communication and language intervention: Vol.9. Autism spectrum disorders-A transactional developmental perspective. (pp. 193-224).Baltimore: Brookes.

Siegel-Causey, E. & Wetherby, A. Nonsymbolic communication. (1993). In M. E. Snell (Ed.), Instruction of students with severe disabilities. (4th Ed.) (pp. 290-318). New York: Macmillan.

Miller, J. Augmentative and alternative communication. (1993). In M. E. Snell (Ed.), Instruction of students with severe disabilities. (4 th Ed.) (pp. 319-346). New York: Macmillan.
Kaiser, A.P. Functional language. (1993). In M. E. Snell (Ed.), Instruction of students with severe disabilities. (4 th Ed.) (pp. 347-379). New York: Macmillan.
QUIZ 3

*****FEBRUARY 15, 2002 (SELF-CARE SKILLS & FEEDING DISORDERS)

READINGS:

Snell, M. E. & Farlow, L. J. (1993). Self-care skills. In M. E. Snell (Ed.), Instruction of students with severe disabilities. (4 th Ed.) (pp. 380-441). New York: Macmillan.

Luiselli, J. K.  (1989). Behavioral assessment and treatment of pediatric feeding disorders in developmental disabilities. In M. Hersen. R. M. Eisler, & P. M. Miller (Eds.), Progress in behavior modification (Vol. 24) (pp. 91-129). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Lennox, D. B., Miltenberger, R. G., & Donnelly, D. R. (1987).  Response interruption and DRL for the reduction of rapid eating.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 20, 279-284.

Wacker, D. P., et al. (1996). The effects of meal schedule and quantity on problem behavior. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 29, 79-87.

QUIZ 4

TEST 1 (Due 2/21/02)
*****FEBRUARY 22, 2002 (ACADEMIC & VOCATIONAL PERFORMANCE)

READINGS:
Evans, V., & Fredericks, B. (1991). Functional curriculum. Journal of Developmental -and Physical Disabilities, 3, 409-446.

Schreck, K. A. (2000). It can be done: An example of a behavioral individualized education program (IEP) for a child with autism. Behavioral Interventions, 15, 279-300. 

Dunlap, G., Foster-Johnson, L., Clarke, S., Kern, L., & Childs, K. E. (1995). Modifying activities to produce functional outcomes: Effects on the problem behaviors of students with disabilities. Journal of the Association for persons with Severe Handicaps, 20, 248-258.

Daly, E. J., Witt, J. C., Martens, B. K., & Dool, E. J. (1997). A model for conducting a functional analysis of academic performance problems. School Psychology Review, 26, 554-574.

Rusch, F. R. & Hughes, C. (1989). Overview of supported employment.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 22, 351-363.

Kemp, D. C. & Carr, E. G. (1995). Reduction of severe problem behavior in community employment using an hypothesis-driven multicomponent intervention approach. Journal of the Association for persons with Severe Handicaps, 20, 229-247.

QUIZ 5

MARCH 1, 2002- See paper/project timeline

*****MARCH 1, 2002 (Models of Developing Social Skills)

READINGS:

GHK Chaps. 1-3

QUIZ 6

*****MARCH 8, 2002 (Promoting Social Communication-Infants & Preschool)

READINGS: 

GHK Chaps. 4-7

QUIZ 7

TEST 2 (Due 3/21/02)

*****MARCH 22, 2002  (Promoting Social Communication-School Age & Adolescents)

GKE Chaps. 8-12

QUIZ 8

*****MARCH 29, 2002 (Family Issues & Family Support)
READINGS:

KKD I

QUIZ 9
*****APRIL 5, 2002  (Education Issues)

READINGS:

KKD II

QUIZ 10

TEST 3 (Due 4/13/02)

*****APRIL 11, 2002 (Social Inclusion)

READINGS:

KKD, III

QUIZ 11

*****APRIL 19, 2002 (Community Inclusion)
READINGS:

KK&D, IV
QUIZ 12

April 30, 2002-See paper/project timeline
*****APRIL 27, 2001(Problem Behavior)

READINGS:

Wieseler, N. A. & Hanson, R. H. Ch. 4, 10-12, Discussion

QUIZ 13
*****MAY 3, 2002 (Psychopharmacology)

READINGS:

Wieseler, N. A. & Hanson, R. H. Ch 6-9 

QUIZ 14

*****MAY 10, 2002

TEST 4 Due 9:00AM
