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COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Prefix and Number:
EDC EDG 6931-002   
Course Title:


Ethics for the Applied Behavior Analyst

Regular Instructor:

Pamela G. Osnes, Ph.D.

Prerequisites:
Enrollment in the Master’s Program in Applied Behavior Analysis; or by instructor permission

Course Description:

This course will familiarize the student with the ethical responsibilities required of applied behavior analysts by leading organizations in the fields of mental health and education.  Informed consent, protection of confidentiality, and selection of least intrusive, least restrictive behavior change procedures will be presented and discussed within the context of case method. Legal issues addressed by direct service providers will be addressed.  Ethical decision making processes within the context of group functions will be emphasized. 

Course Goals and Objectives:  

1. The student will be able to describe the process for obtaining informed consent from clients, students, and/or their legal representative.

2. The student will be able to identify functional relationships within applicable ethical standards through the use of case method.  

3. The student will be able to select targets for change, identify appropriate outcomes of service delivery, and select the most appropriate, least intrusive behavior change procedures within applicable ethical standards.

4. The student will be able to describe the implementation process of behavior change procedures and evaluate the outcome(s) of same procedures within applicable ethical standards. 

5. The student will demonstrate competence at describing methods used to protect client/student confidentiality.

6. Through case method, the student will be able to describe ethical decision making processes that can be functional within the context of service delivery mechanisms.  

Content Outline:

	Topic Area
	Requirement

	Awareness of Ethical Responsibilities
	Assigned readings;

Reaction paper

	Confidentiality, Record-Keeping, Informed Consent; Legal Issues
	Assigned readings



	Identification of Functional Relationships Within Ethical Standards; Ethical Decision Making
	Assigned readings;

Participation in case discussions

	Implementation Issues in Applied Behavior Analysis Practice. Including Least Restrictive Alternatives
	Assigned readings;

Participation in case discussions;

Reaction paper for each case

	Ethical Decision Making
	Assigned readings;

Participation in case discussions; 

Reaction paper for each case


Evaluation of Student Outcomes:

Evaluation will be based on the following products:

1)
Three reaction papers to cases discussed in class

2)
Mid-term paper

3)
Final paper:  Improving the Ethical Base in Applied Behavior Analysis in (the setting of the student’s choice, i.e., group home, school-based, home, community, individual therapy, etc.).

Reaction Papers should be 3 pp typed, double-spaced, APA style, excluding references.  They should briefly summarize the ethical dilemmas in the case, and what players experienced the dilemmas.  They should provide an analysis of the contingencies that may have been responsible for the behavior of the key players.  Each student will write three reaction papers during the semester.  The assignment of cases to students will be done by the instructor.  

The mid-term paper should integrate and summarize the material covered in the first half of the semester.  It should be 5 pp typed, double-spaced, APA style, excluding references.  It should provide a thoughtful discussion of the topics covered, and their value to the application of behavior analysis.  


The final paper should address a topical area in ethics as they relate to applied behavior analysis. Topics will be discussed at mid-term, and must be approved by the instructor. The paper should include a description of the topic, the writer’s position on the issue, and the advantages and disadvantages of the writer’s position.  The paper must include a discussion of the analysis of the contingencies that the writer believes may be responsible for the paper’s topic. A minimum of five references must be included, and must be taken from at least two of the following peer-refereed journals, in addition to any books selected by the group. : American Journal on Mental Retardation, Behavior Disorders, Behavior Modification, Behavior Therapy, Exceptional Children, Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Journal of the Association of Persons with Severe Handicaps, Journal of Positive Behavioral Interventions, and the Journal of Special Education.  The paper should be typed in APA style, and should not exceed 10 pp length double-spaced, without references. 

Evaluation Scale for Class Papers:

A  =  
A paper that receives an A includes all components in its description AND provides a scholarly treatment of the topic AND is 95% free from grammatical or spelling errors. 

B = 
A paper that receives a B includes all components in its description AND provides primarily a scholarly treatment of the topic AND is 95% free from grammatical or spelling errors. 

C = 
A paper that receives a C fails to include all components in its description OR fails to provide a scholarly treatment of the topic OR is less than 95% free from grammatical or spelling errors. 

Final Grade:

A =
 Grade of A on five class papers. In addition, the student has attended all classes.  (Legitimate reasons for not attending class will receive excused absences, if the instructor is notified in advance. Legitimate reasons include illness and attendance at approved professional activities.)  

B = 
Grade of A on at least three class papers and no less than a grade of B on the other two class papers OR the student has been absent from two or more classes without instructor approval.  

C = 
Grade of one A and four B’s on class papers OR three or more unapproved absences from class.  

Plagiarism and Cheating Policy:  Students who cheat or plagiarize will fail the course.

Attendance Requirement:

Class attendance and participation is mandatory.  Participation will be monitored via frequency counts.  The attendance policy is firm.  Students are expected to attend and stay for the duration of each class.  If an emergency arises which necessitates your absence, it is required that you call or email the instructor regarding your absence.  You will be responsible for the information covered in class if you are unable to attend.

USF’s Policy on Religious Observances states:  “No student shall be compelled to attend class or sit for an examination at a day or time prohibited by his or her religious belief.  In accordance with the University policy on observance of religious holy days, students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, by the second class meeting.”  

Books:
  


Hayes, L. J., Hayes, G. J., Moore, S. C., & Ghezzi, P. M. (Eds.)  (1994).  Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  Reno, NV:  Context Press.


Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.

Marsh, D. B. (Ed.).  (1995).  From the Heart:  On Being the Mother of a Child with Special Needs.  Bethesda, MD:  Woodbine House.  

Noddings, N.  (1992).  The Challenge to Care in Schools:  An Alternative Approach to Education.  New York, NY:  Teachers College Press.


Paul, J. L., Berger, N. H., Osnes, P. G., Martinez, Y. G., and Morse, W. C. (Eds.)  (1997).  Ethics and Decision Making in Local Schools:  Inclusion, Policy, and Reform.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.


Skinner, B. F.  (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.

Chapters, Journal Articles, and Selected Readings:


Bannerman, D. J., Sheldon, J.B., Sherman, J.A., & Harchik, A.E..  (1990).  Balancing the right to habilitation with the right to personal liberties:  The rights of people with developmental disabilities to eat too many doughnuts and take a nap.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 23, 79-89.  

Bricker, D. C.  (1993).  Character and moral reasoning:  An Aristotelian perspective.  In K. Strike and P. L. Ternasky Ethics for Professionals in Education:  Perspectives for Preparation and Practice.  New York:  Teachers College Press.  (Pp 13-26).  


Committee on Professional Practice and Standards, American Psychological Association.  (1993). Record keeping guidelines.  American Psychologist, 48, 984-986.  


Dalcourt, G. J.  (1983).  The methods of ethics.  Lanham, MD:  University Press of America, Inc.  


Ethics and data analysis.  (1993).  Educational Researcher.  Pp 24-27.  

Applied behavior analysis task list, 2nd ed.  (1997).  Tallahassee, FL:  Developmental Services Program.  


Malott, R.W., Malott, M.E., and Trojan, E. A.  (2000).  Moral and legal control.  In Elementary Principles of Behavior:  Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.  (Pp 415-439).

Malott, R.W., Malott, M.E., and Trojan, E. A. (2000).  Punishment.  In Elementary Principles of Behavior:  Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.  (Pp 56-79).

Miltenberger, R. G.  (2001).  Positive punishment procedures and the ethics of punishment.  In Behavior modification:  Principles and procedures.  Second edition.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth.  (Pp. 355-357).  

Sieber, J. E. & Stanley, B.  (1988).  Ethical and professional dimensions of socially sensitive research.  American Psychologist, 43, 49-55.  

Skinner, B. F.  (?).  The school of the future.  In ________________.  (Pp 85-96).

Cases Will Be Taken From:


Danforth, S. & Boyle, J. R.  (2000).  Cases in Behavior Management.  Columbus, OH:  Merrill.  

Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.

McWilliam, P. J.  (1993).  Working Together with Children & Families:  Case Studies in Early Intervention.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.


Students’ experiences, EDG 6931-002 Ethics.  (2001).  Unpublished cases.  

Ethics Codes from Professional Organizations:

American Psychological Association.  (1992).  Ethical principles of psychologists and code of conduct.  American Psychologist, 47, 1597-1611.


Association for Behavior Analysis (2001).  DRAFT Ethical Code. 


California Association for Behavior Analysis.  Ethical Standards for the Practice of Applied Behavior Analysis

Council for Exceptional Children. (1999).  What Every Special Educator Must Know:  The International Standards for the Preparation and Licensure of Special Educators.  

Ethical standards of the American Educational Research Association.  (1992).  Educational Researcher, 23-26.  


Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, (1987).  Code of Ethics for Applied Behavior Analysts.  Tallahassee, FL:  FABA.


Principles for Professional Ethics.  National Association of School Psychologists.  Website:  National Association of School Psychologists.Ethics_files/ethics.htm

National Association of Social Workers.  (1997).  Code of Ethics.  

Course Sequence

Wk 1, January 9
Recommendations from functional assessment course




Ethics syllabus review




Introduction to case method 

Cranston-Gingras, A., Raines, S., Thompson, T. D., & Beach, D.  (1997).  Teaching ethics through the case method.  In Paul, J. L., Berger, N. H., Osnes, P. G., Martinez, Y. G., and Morse, W. C. (Eds.)  (1997).  Ethics and Decision Making in Local Schools:  Inclusion, Policy, and Reform.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.  (Pp. 209-219).




Introduction to cases:  Forrest Gump

Wk 2, January 16 
Guest speaker:  Richard Malott, Department of Psychology, Western Michigan University

 Malott, R.W., Malott, M.E., and Trojan, E. A.  (2000).  Moral and legal control.  In Elementary Principles of Behavior:  Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.  (Pp 415-439).

Malott, R.W., Malott, M.E., and Trojan, E. A. (2000).  Punishment.  In Elementary Principles of Behavior:  Fourth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.  (Pp 56-79).

Miltenberger, R. G.  (2001).  Positive punishment procedures and the ethics of punishment.  In Behavior modification:  Principles and procedures.  Second edition.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth.  (Pp. 355-357).  

Wk 3, January 23
Guest presenter:  Angie Reagan, USF Institutional Review Board




Ethics and data analysis.  (1993).  Educational Researcher.  Pp 24-27.  

Sieber, J. E. & Stanley, B.  (1988).  Ethical and professional dimensions of socially sensitive research.  American Psychologist, 43, 49-55.  






Wk 4, January 30
NO CLASS

Wk 5, February 6
Ethics and Ethical Deliberation



Chapter 1, Introduction; Chapter 2, The Nature of Ethical Deliberation.

In Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.  (Pp 1-25).

Bricker, D. C.  (1993).  Character and moral reasoning:  An Aristotelian perspective.  In K. Strike and P. L. Ternasky Ethics for Professionals in Education:  Perspectives for Preparation and Practice.  New York:  Teachers College Press.  (Pp 13-26).  

Case #1

Wk 6, February 13
And Skinner Says . . .

Chapter 1, The Causes of Behavior; Chapter 2, The World Within the Skin; Chapter 12, The Question of Control.  

In Skinner, B. F.  (1974). In About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 10-36; Pp 208-228).

Dalcourt, G. J.  (1983).  The methods of ethics.  Lanham, MD:  University Press of America, Inc.  

Case #2

Wk 7, February 20
Review of Ethical Codes:  Similarities and Differences




The Source of the Codes:  Human Behavior




Chapters:





Chapter 3, Innate Behavior; Chapter 4, Operant Behavior.  

In Skinner, B. F.  (1974). In About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 37-79).

Codes:

American Psychological Association.  (1992).  Ethical principles of psychologists and code of conduct.  American Psychologist, 47, 1597-1611.





Association for Behavior Analysis (2001).  DRAFT Ethical Code. 

California Association for Behavior Analysis.  Ethical Standards for the Practice of Applied Behavior Analysis

Council for Exceptional Children. (1999).  What Every Special Educator Must Know:  The International Standards for the Preparation and Licensure of Special Educators.  

Ethical standards of the American Educational Research Association.  (1992).  Educational Researcher, 23-26.  

Florida Association for Behavior Analysis, (1987).  Code of Ethics for Applied Behavior Analysts.  Tallahassee, FL:  FABA.

Principles for Professional Ethics.  National Association of School Psychologists.  Website:  National Association of School Psychologists.Ethics_files/ethics.htm

National Association of Social Workers.  (1997).  Code of Ethics.  

Record-keeping guidelines:

Committee on Professional Practice and Standards, American Psychological Association.  (1993). Record keeping guidelines.  American Psychologist, 48, 984-986.  




Case #3

Wk 8, February 27
Preliminarily Speaking:  Education, Policy, Decision Making, and Ethics




Chapter 3, Public Policy and the Mission of Special Education (pp 26-57).  

In Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.  (Pp 26-57).
Paul, J.L., Berger, N.H., & Osnes, P.G., (1997).  Ethics, research, and school-based decision making.  In Paul, J. L., Berger, N. H., Osnes, P. G., Martinez, Y. G., and Morse, W. C. (Eds.)  (1997).  Ethics and Decision Making in Local Schools:  Inclusion, Policy, and Reform.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.  (Pp. 1-24).  

Introduction; Chapter 1, Shallow Educational Response to Deep Social Change; Chapter 2, Caring.(Pp xi – 27.)

Noddings, N.  (1992).  The Challenge to Care in Schools:  An Alternative Approach to Education.  New York, NY:  Teachers College Press.




Case #4

Wk 9, March 6
Continued Caring 

MID-TERM PAPER DUE

Chapter 3, Beyond the Disciplines:  A Critique of Liberal Education; Chapter 4, An Alternative Vision; Chapter 5, Caring and Continuity.  (Pp 28-73)

Noddings, N.  (1992).  The Challenge to Care in Schools:  An Alternative Approach to Education.  New York, NY:  Teachers College Press.




Chapter 4, Institutional Demands and Constraints.    

In Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.  (Pp 58-79.)




Case #5

Wk 10, March 13 
SPRING BREAK; NO CLASS


Wk 11, March 20
Consumers, Groups, and Causality




Possible guest speaker, TBA

Chapter 5, Students and Parents.    

In Howe, K. & Miramontes, O. B.  (1992).  The Ethics of Special Education.  New York:  Teachers College, Columbia University.  (80-97).

Morse, W. C., Berger, N. H., & Osnes, P. G.  (1997).  Group dynamics and ethical school-based decision making. In Paul, J. L., Berger, N. H., Osnes, P. G., Martinez, Y. G., and Morse, W. C. (Eds.)  (1997).  Ethics and Decision Making in Local Schools:  Inclusion, Policy, and Reform.  Baltimore, MD:  Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.  (Pp 183-208).

Chapter 8, Causes and Reasons.  

In Skinner, B. F.  (1974). In About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 132-150).

Reactions to:  Marsh, D. B. (Ed.).  (1995).  From the Heart:  On Being the Mother of a Child with Special Needs.  Bethesda, MD:  Woodbine House.  




Case #6

Wk 12, March 27
Perceptions, Choice, and Change




Chapter 5, Perceiving; Chapter 6, Verbal Behavior; Chapter 7, Thought.

In Skinner, B. F. (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 81-131).  





Skinner, B. F.  (?).  The school of the future.  In ?.  (Pp. 85-96).  

Hayes, L. J., Adams, M. A., & Rydeen, K. L.  (1994).  Choice and value.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 11-44).  




Case #7

Wk 13, April 3

Knowing and Rule Governance




Chapter 9, Knowing.

In Skinner, B. F. (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 151-162).

Hayes, S. C. & Hayes, G. J.  (1994).  Stages of moral development as stages of rule-governance.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 45-68).




Case #8

Wk 14, April 10

Motivation, Emotion, and Development




Chapter 10, The Inner World of Motivation and Emotion.

In Skinner, B. F. (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 162-183).

Bijou, S. W. (1994).  Ethical issues concerning persons with developmental disabilities:  A developmental perspective.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 69-80).

Ghezzi, P. M. & Rehfeldt, R. A.. (1994). Competence.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 81-92).




Case #9

Wk 15, April 17

Our Selves, Our Advocacy

Chapter 11, The Self and Others.

In Skinner, B. F. (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 184-207).

Van Houten, R.  (1994).  The right to effective behavioral treatment.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 103-120).

Luke, D. E. & Collins, J. E.  (1994). Ethical advocacy in developmental disabilities:  A performance engineering perspective.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 121-134).




Case #10

Wk 16, April 24
 
We Tick Because . . . We’re Competent

FINAL PAPER DUE
Possible guest speaker, TBA
Chapter 13, What Is Inside the Skin?

In Skinner, B. F. (1974).  About Behaviorism.  New York:  Random House.  (Pp 228-240).

Moore, S. C.  (1994).  Adult services:  Opportunities to demonstrate competence.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp. 135-148).

Poling, A.  (1994). Pharmacological treatment of behavioral problems in people with mental retardation:  Some ethical cconsiderations.  In L. J. Hayes, G. J. Hayes, S. C. Moore, & P. M. Ghezzi (Eds). Ethical Issues in Developmental Disabilities.  (Pp149-182).




Case #11

