Learning Processes Subprogram, Queens College and the Graduate Center, CUNY

Applied Behavior Analysis I (Psychology 730.01)

Syllabus, revised 4-2-01

Peter Sturmey Ph.D.  
This course will provide a survey of basic issues in Applied Behavior Analysis. Topics will include definition and measurement of behavior; functional assessment and functional analysis; single subject experimental design; methods of increasing behavior; methods of decreasing behavior; discrimination, generalization and maintenance; application of applied behavior analysis to educational, clinical and social problems in human populations; staff and parent training; and ethics. Cross-cultural aspects of behavior analysis will be reviewed in topics such as selection of target behaviors and working with families and staff. The course will review the applications of applied behavior analysis with children, seniors, and persons with disabilities.

Text books

Miltenberger, R. (1997). Behavior Modification. Principles and Procedures. New York: Brooks / Cole. 

Grade

The final grade will be assigned based on 4 elements. 

1. During the classes students will be assigned various practica such as observing and defining human behavior, defining, counting and completing a graph of behavior and so on. The student should keep a file of these assignments and turn them in at a date to be determined near the end of the semester. 

2. In class tests will be given periodically to evaluate mastery of the content of the class and the assigned readings. The tests will be multiple choice format. 

3. There will be a mid-term paper that will consist of a review of the research literature related to the final paper topic. For example, if the final paper is to assess consumers’ preferences for staff the mid-term paper could be a literature review on reinforcer assessment methodology. The paper must adhere closely to APA manual 3 rd edition style and be of a similar standard and format to a journal article. The word limit is 3,000 to 3,500 words. 

4. The final paper will be a report of an intervention study using applied behavior analysis  methods. It should constitute an original contribution to research.  It should use single subject experimental design. There should be at least three subjects. The intervention should use positive methods to increase appropriate, functional behavior. Additional credit can be received for integrating functional assessment and functional analysis methodology into the intervention. 

The final grade will be determined as follows:


Submit a file of brief reports of in class practica 
15%


In class tests




15%


Midterm paper (literature review)


35%


Final paper (Journal article report)


35%
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