Fall 1999

HDFL 796  
Laboratory in Behavior Development and Modification

4068 Dole

Mondays 3:00-5:50

Instructor: James A. Sherman

4020 Dole 864-0509

What is the Course About?

HDFL 796 is an introductory graduate course covering the general principles and procedures of behavior change and behavior therapy.  During the semester we will discuss a variety of topics including basic behavioral principles involving operant and respondent conditioning, stimulus control, measurement of behavior and evaluation of treatment programs, methods of teaching new behaviors, techniques for dealing with aberrant behavior, conducting functional analyses, and designing positive environments.  What I hope the course will give you is both a basic understanding of methods of behavioral change and an appreciation of how these methods are related to the underlying principles of behavior (and some of the basic laboratory research that has illuminated the principles of behavior).

What are the Course Requirements?

The course material will be presented through reading assignments and in-class lectures and discussions.  For each topic to be discussed, I will hand out a reading assignment, accompanied by a set of study-guide questions and discussion questions (or task assigm-nents).  I expect you to prepare for each class period by reading the assigned material and trying to answer the study guide questions and discussion questions.  Answers to the discussion questions will be the topic of most of the class discussion, although I encourage you to ask any questions you have about the reading material or related topics.

There will be a brief quiz (approximately 25 minutes in length) each class period.  This quiz will cover some or all of the study-guide questions.

In addition to the quizzes given in class, there will be three other types of requirements: completion of out-of-class assigm-nents (these assignments will be passed out during the semester), completion of specified exercises with a laboratory rat, and a paper (a write-up of a real or hypothetical experiment).  The outline for the paper will be passed out later in the semester.  How are Grades Determined?

Each of the requirements for the course has been assigned a number of points, as listed below:


In-class quizzes
35 points


Out-of-class assignments
20 points


Rat Lab
20 points


Paper
25 points



100 points

Your grade will be based on the total number of points earned on the course requirements with 90 to I 00 points equaling an A, 80-89 points a B, 70-79 points a C, and so on.  The total points you earn will be calculated as follows:



Quiz points earned


In-class quizzes:
----------------------------
X 35=



Total quiz points available



Assignment points earned


Out-of-class assignments:
------------------------------
X20=

Total assignment points available

Rat Lab:                    Proportion of exercises completed X 20

Paper:                      Number of points earned out of 25

Is Class Attendance Required?

Class attendance is not required, but clearly to do well in the course you will need to attend class (hopefully, of course, you will want to attend).  If you miss an in-class quiz, I will provide a time at the end of the semester to take an alternative version of the quiz.  You, however, are responsible for any information that was discussed in class (so get notes from another student) and for asking me for any material that was handed out during a class period you missed.  I also should note that, in the past, students who have made up quizzes at the end semester have, on the average, not done very well on them.  Thus, it is probably advisable to miss as few quizzes as possible.

What are the Readings for the Course?

I will pass out assignments periodically throughout the semester that will list the reading assignments and the study guide and discussion questions.  All of the readings will be on reserve in the Learning Resource Center in room 2001 on the second floor of the Dole building. .

Preparation of Course Assignments

You are expected to take in-class quizzes during class periods without assistance from other students, notes, or books.  Out-of-class assignments are to be your own work, but you may consult with and discuss the material with other people prior to completing the out-of-class assignment.  Similarly, the paper for the course is to be your own work, but you may consult with and discuss the paper with other people prior to its completion.  Conduct of the rat lab exercises is to be done entirely by you, but you should feel free to discuss the written material or ask questions about any aspect of the exercises (including the behavior of the rat) with me, the teaching assistant, or anyone else.

Giving or receiving unauthorized aid in the completion of course assignments is a violation of University rules regarding academic misconduct, and may result in that assignment being given a grade of zero, and you being given an F in the course.  Further, a recommendation may be sent to the Dean for additional sanctions such as suspension or expulsion from the University.

If you have any questions about preparation of class assignments, or preparation of any material, please feel free to ask me about it.

Class Schedule for the Semester

The following is the planned outline of material that will be covered in the course, together with the planned dates for discussing each topic.  The actual dates for the discussion of each topic will depend upon how quickly we progress through topics and how many questions and discussion issues you raise.

Aug. 23, 30
Answering questions about human behavior (measurement, experimental design, social validity)

Sept. 13, 20
Respondent and operant behavior, stimulus control, stimulus equivalence

Sept. 27, Oct. 4
Shaping and prompting behaviors, generalization, maintenance of

behavior

Oct. 11, 18, 25
Dealing with aberrant behavior

Nov. 1, 8
Functional analyses

Nov. 15, 22,
Designing responsive, positive environments

Nov. 29 Dec. 6
Advanced teaching issues -- language teaching, social skills

