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Syllabus

REHB 535: Behavioral Observation

Fall 2001  
Class Meetings: F 9:00am - Noon, REHN 326

Instructor: Dr. Mark R. Dixon

Office Location:  Rehn 313 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 9-noon & Wednesday 1-4pm

Phone:  618 536-7704
email: mdixon@siu.edu

Texts


Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Behavioral Assessment: A practical handbook.  New York: Allyn and Bacon.


Hayes, S. C., Barlow, D. H., & Nelson-Gray, R. O.  (1999).  The scientist practitioner: Research and accountability in the age of managed care.  New York: Allyn and Bacon.


Sulzer-Azaroff & Mayer, G. R.  (1991).  Behavior analysis for lasting change. Orlando, Fl:  Holt, Rinehart, & Hinston, Inc.  (Chapters 1-8).


Reading Packet Available at “The Printing Plant”

Course Objectives

· To understand and be capable of correctly applying behavior analytic principles in the domain of behavioral assessment.  

· Understand the different types of assessment techniques, their utility, and their limitations

· Operationally define a behavior, select a data collection modality, and collect reliability information

· Develop function-based treatment strategies based on the results of your assessments

· These general objectives will be attained by your (1) reading of each assigned chapter and research article, (2) discussing the points of each chapter/article during class, (3) responding appropriately to examinations based on the text and class discussion, and (4) presentation of two research projects relevant to class material.

Assignments and Class Procedure

Assignments

Each class I will present the majority of information found in your textbooks.  Since I will not present all relevant information, it will be to your advantage to read all assigned materials.  Also, since there will be questions on the exams regarding our in-class discussions, it would be advantageous to also attend class.

Participation

This class will often be conducted as a seminar.  You are encouraged to speak in class; indeed your contributions (or lack of) will be graded.  We will discuss questions that you have about the text and any related issues.  If you do not have questions, I will present questions to you.

Examinations

There will be 13 exams (or quizzes) given during this course.  Each exam will cover the previous week's material.  Yet, there will occasionally be information on an exam from an earlier week as well.  Questions will consist of a variety of short answers and brief essays.  No make-up exams will be given.  If arrangements are made prior to a given exam, that exam may only be taken at a scheduled time BEFORE the rest of the class will take it.  Your lowest single exam grade will be dropped from your final grade calculation.

There will be a take home final exam.  You will be given the questions one week prior to the due date.

Presentations

There will be one required presentations during the semester.  

The purpose of this exercise is for you to become familiar with how to conduct a brief assessment protocol and understand its potential uses.  Your presentation will consist of a presentation of the data that you and a class partner collected during the running of one of the types of assessments described in the Bellack and Hersen text.  For example, if you work in an area where you deal with people who exhibit problem behaviors on a regular basis, you might attempt to collect descriptive analysis data on the antecedents and consequences that are present when the behavior of interest occurs.  If, outside of class, all you do is watch T.V. and smoke cigarettes, you might collect self-report data on your number per day, time from waking until the first cigarette in the morning, the context smoking most frequently occurs in, etc.  

Grades

Grades will be determined by the percentage of 300 possible points that you accumulate throughout the semester.

Class Participation


=
20 points

Exams (each) 20 points x 12 

= 
240 points

Class Presentation 20 


=
20 points

Final Exam- (take home) 40


40 Points

________







= 
320 points 

Your Grade = your points / 320 possible points

Letter Grades will be as follows:

A
90

B
80

C
70

D
60

F
59 or less

Course Schedule
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Course Introduction & Overview of Behavior Analysis for Assessment Purposes


Sulzer-Azaroff & Mayer, G. R.  (1991).  Chapters 1-3

· Introduction to behavior analysis for lasting change

· Goal selection: Initial considerations

· Goal selection: Guidelines
Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 1


- The changing nature of behavioral assessment
Hayes, S. C., Barlow, D. H., & Nelson-Gray, R. O.  (1999).  The scientist practitioner: Research and accountability in the age of managed care.  New York: Allyn and Bacon.  Chapter 11.


- General strategies in assessment and data collection
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Exam 1


Behavior Analysis: Overview of Assessment Procedures
Sulzer-Azaroff & Mayer, G. R.  (1991).  Chapters 4-6

· Assessing behavior and setting objectives 

· Behavioral assessment: Selecting observational systems

· Behavioral assessment: Implementing observational systems

Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 2




- Psychometric considerations: Concepts, contents, and methods
Reading Packet

· Birkimer, J. C., & Brown, J. H. (1979). Back to basics: Percentage agreement measures are adequate, but there are easier ways. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 12, 535-543.
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Exam 2

Behavior Analysis: Overview of Assessment Procedures (continued)
Sulzer-Azaroff & Mayer, G. R.  (1991).  Chapters 7-8

· Selecting procedures

· Implementing procedures and monitoring outcomes

Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 3

· Prescriptive assessment and treatment
Reading Packet:

· Hayes, S. C., Nelson, R. O., & Jarrett, R. B.  (1987).  The treatment utility of assessment: A functional approach to evaluating assessment quality.  American Psychologist, 42, 963-974.

· Eifert, G. H., Evans, I. M. & McKendrick, V. G.  (1990).  Matching treatments to client problems not diagnostic labels.  A case for paradigmatic behavior therapy.  Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry, 21, 163-172.
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Exam 3



Behavioral Interviewing and Rating Scales



Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapters 4, 8

· Behavioral Interviewing
· Structured interviews and rating scales
Reading Packet

· Bloom, Fischer, and Orme (1995).  Evaluating practice: Guidelines for the accountable professional.  New York: Allyn & Bacon.  Chapters 6 and 7 - Individualized rating scales and Standardized questionnaires.

· Iwata, B. A., Wong, S. E., Riordan, M. M., Dorsey, M. F., & Lau, M. M. (1982). Assessment and training of clinical interviewing skills: Analogue analysis and field replication. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 15, 191-203.
· Miltenberger, R. G., & Fuqua, R. W. (1985). Evaluation of a training manual for the acquisition of behavioral assessment interviewing skills. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 323-328.
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Exam 4

Behavioral Observation


Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 5

· Behavioral observation
Hayes, S. C., Barlow, D. H., & Nelson-Gray, R. O.  (1999).  The scientist practitioner: Research and accountability in the age of managed care.  New York: Allyn and Bacon.  Chapter 13.


- Direct observation and self-monitoring

Reading Packet:

· Hayes, S. C., & Follette, W. C.  (1992).  Can functional analysis provide a substitute for syndromal classification? Behavioral Assessment, 14, 345-365.
· Hayes, S. C. (1986). The case of the silent dog - verbal reports and the analysis of rules. A review of Ericsson and Simon's Protocol Analysis: Verbal Reports as Data. Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behavior, 45, 351-363.
· Farkas, G. M., & Tharp, R. G. (1980). Observation procedure, observer gender, and behavior valence as determinants of sampling error in a behavior assessment analogue. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 13, 529-536.
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Exam 5

Psychophysiological Assessment 



Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 7

· Psychophysiological Assessment

Hayes, S. C., Barlow, D. H., & Nelson-Gray, R. O.  (1999).  The scientist practitioner: Research and accountability in the age of managed care.  New York: Allyn and Bacon.  Chapter 12.

· Self-Report and Physiological Measures
Reading Packet:

· Fredrickson, M.  (1991).  Physiological responses to stressors: Implications for clinical assessment.  Psychological Assessment: A journal of consulting and clinical psychology, 3, 350-355.

· Haynes, S. N, Gannon, L. R., Orimoto, L., & O’Brien, W. H.  (1991).  Psychophysiological assessment of poststress recovery.  Psychological Assessment: A Journal of consulting and clinical psychology, 3, 356-363.
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Exam 6



Anxiety and Fear



Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 9

· Assessment of Anxiety and Fear



Reading Packet:

· Turpin, G.  (1991).  The psychophysiological assessment of anxiety disorders: Three-systems measurement and beyond.  Psychological Assessment: A Journal of consulting and clinical psychology, 3,  366-375.
· Friman, P. C., Hayes, S. C., & Wilson, K. G. (1998). Why behavior analysts should study emotion: The example of anxiety. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 31, 137-156.
· Wolpe, J.  (1991).  The dichotomy between classically conditioned and cognitively learned anxiety.  Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry, 12, 35-42.
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Exam 7



Presentation 1
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Exam 8

Problem Behavior Assessment


Reading Packet

· Iwata, B. A., Dorsey, M. F., Slifer, K. J., Bauman, K. E., & Richman, G. S.  (1994).  Toward a functional analysis of self-injury.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 27, 197-209

· Derby, K. M., Wacker, D. P., Sasso, G., Steege, M., Northup, J., Cigrand, K., & Asmus, J. (1992). Brief functional assessments techniques to evaluate aberrant behavior in an outpatient setting: A summary of 79 cases. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 25, 713-721.
· Touchette, P. E., MacDonald, R. F., & Langer, S. N. (1985). A scatter plot for identifying stimulus control of problem behavior. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 343-351.

· Kahng, S., Iwata, B. A., Fischer, S. M., Page, T. J., Treadwell, K. R. H., Williams, D. E., & Smith, R. G. (1998). Temporal distributions of problem behavior based on scatter plot analysis. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 31, 593-604.
· Applegate, H., Matson, J. L., & Cherry, K. E.  (1999).  An evaluation of functional variables affecting severe problem behaviors in adults with mental retardation by using the questions about behavioral function scale (QABF).  Research in Developmental Disabilities, 20, 229-237.
· Mattson, J. L, Bamburg, J. W., Cherry, K. E., Paclawskyj, T. R.  (1999).  A validity study on the questions about behavioral function (QABF) scale: Predicting treatment success for self-injury, aggression, and stereotypies.  Research in Developmental Disabilities, 20, 163-179.
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Exam 9


Problem Behavior Intervention



Reading Packet

· Durand, V. M.  (1990).  Severe behavior problems.  Chapter 5: Intervention Strategies.  New York, NY: Guilford Press.

· Romanczyk, R. G. & Matthews, A. L.  (1998).  Physiological state as antecedent: Utilization in functional analysis.  In J. Luiselli & J. Cameron (Eds.) Antecedent Control: Inovative approaches to behavioral support.  Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing Co.

· Hagopian, L. P., Crockett, J. L, van Stone, M., DeLeon, I. G., & Bowman, L. G.  (2000).  Effects of noncontingent reinforcement on problem behavior and stimulus engagement: The role of satiation, extinction, and alternative reinforcement.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 33, 433-450.

· Kennedy, C. H, Meyer, K. A., Knowles, T. & Shukla, S.  (2000).  Analyzing the multiple functions of stereotypical behavior for students with autism: Implications for assessment and treatment.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 33, 559--572.

· Piazza, C. C., Bowman, L. G., Contrucci, S. A., Delia, M. D., Adelinis, J. D., & Goh, H.  (1999).  An evaluation of the properties of attention as reinforcement for destructive and appropriate behavior.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 32, 437-450.

11/9



Exam 10

Reinforcer Effectiveness

Reading Packet



· Pace, G. M., Ivancic, M. T., Edwards, G. L., Iwata, B. A., & Page, T. J. (1985). Assessment of stimulus preference and reinforcer value with profoundly retarded individuals. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 18, 249-255.
· Fisher, W., Piazza, C. C., Bowman, L. G., Hagopian, L. P., Owens, J. C., & Slevin, I. (1992). A comparison of two approaches for identifying reinforcers for persons with severe and profound disabilities. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 25, 491-498.
· Parsons, M. B., & Reid, D. H. (1990). Assessing food preferences among persons with profound mental retardation: Providing opportunities to make choices. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 23, 183-195.
· Vollmer, T. R., & Iwata, B. A. (1991). Establishing operations and reinforcement effects. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 24, 279-291.
· Northup, J., Jones, K., Broussard, C., & George, T. (1995). A preliminary comparison of reinforcer assessment methods for children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 28, 99-100.
· Carr, J. E., Nicolson, A. C., & Higbee, T. S.  (2000).  Evaluation of a brief multimple stimulus preference assessment in a naturalistic context.  Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 33, 353-358.
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Exam 11

Sexual Behavior


Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapters 14-15

· Assessment of marital dysfunction

· Assessment of sexual dysfunction and deviation



Reading Packet:

· Marshall, W. L. (1979). Satiation therapy: A procedure for reducing deviant sexual arousal. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 12, 377-389.

· Grenier, G., & Byers, E. S.  (1997).  The relationship among ejaculatory control, ejaculatory latency, and attempts to prolong heterosexual intercourse:  Trying to make a good thing better.  Archives of Sexual Behavior, 26, 27-47.

11/23
Thanksgiving
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Exam 12

Gerontology Assessment



Bellack, A. S. & Hersen, M.  (1998).  Chapter 18

· Assessment of older adults



Reading Packet:

· Burgio, L. D., & Burgio, K. L. (1986). Behavioral gerontology: Application of behavioral methods to the problems of older adults. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 19, 321-328.

· Himmelfarb, S., & Murrell, S. A.  (1984).  Reliability and validity of five mental health scales in older persons.  Journal of Gerontology, 38, 333-339.

· Sunderland, A., Watts, K., Baddeley, A. D., & Harris, J. E.  (1986).  Subjective memory assessment and test performance in elderly adults.  Journal of Gerontology, 41, 376-384.
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Exam 13

Computerized Assessment Tools


Reading Packet: 

· Miltenberger, R.G., Rapp, J.T. & Long, E.S. (1999). A low-tech method for conducting real-time recording. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 32, 119-120.

· MacLin, O. H., Dixon, M. R., & Hayes, L. J.  (1999).  A computerized slot machine simulation to investigate the variables involved in gambling behavior.  Behavior Research Methods, Instruments, and Computers, 31(4), 731-735.
· Kahng, S., & Iwata, B. A. (2000). Computerized systems for collecting real-time observational data.  In, T. Thompson, D. Felce, and F. J. Symons (Eds.) Behavioral Observation: Technology and applications in developmental disabilities.   Baltimore, MA: Brooks Publishing Co.
·  Carr, J. E., & Burkholder, E. O. (1998). Creating single-subject design graphs with Microsoft Excel™. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 31, 245-251.
· Emerson, E., Reeves, D. J., & Felce, D.,  (2000).  Palmtop computer technologies for behavioral observation research.  In, T. Thompson, D. Felce, and F. J. Symons (Eds.) Behavioral Observation: Technology and applications in developmental disabilities.   Baltimore, MA: Brooks Publishing Co.
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Final Exam Due 

