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PSY 5238 – Advanced ABA Treatment Planning

Florida Institute of Technology

School of Psychology

Applied Behavior Analysis Program

Spring Semester 2005 - 3 Credit Hours

Class: Th -1:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

Conference Room  
Instructor: 
David A. Wilder, Ph.D.

Office:

Fl Tech School of Psychology Building – Room 124

Phone #:
Office: (321) 674-7516

E-mail:
dawilder@fit.edu

Office hours:
Monday and Wednesday 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. and by appointment

Textbooks: 
Iwata, B., Bailey, J., Neef, N, Wacker, D., Repp, A., Shook, G. (Eds.). (1997). Behavior analysis in

developmental disabilities. Lawrence, KS: Society for the Experimental Analysis of Behavior.

We will also be reading other journal articles and book chapters from a variety of sources (see Course Schedule).

Course Prerequisites:
Admission to the M.S. program in Applied Behavior Analysis at Florida Tech or by permission of the course instructor or program chair.  In addition, students must have taken ABA 1 and ABA 2 prior to this course.

Course Description and Purpose:
This course will provide an overview of contemporary assessment and treatment techniques in the field of applied behavior analysis (ABA).  We will cover a variety of assessment and treatment procedures as well as a variety of populations to which these procedures have been and are being applied.  To do this, we will be reading, discussing, and critiquing both seminal and current journal articles on topics from the applied research literature.  The field of applied behavior analysis derives its procedures from scientific research, both basic and applied.  It is the belief of the instructor that the best way to prepare practitioners in ABA is to provide them with a solid foundation in what has been done and what is currently being worked on within the science of behavior analysis.  

At the conclusion of the course, students demonstrating mastery of the course material will be able to:

· Describe and apply the current state of our knowledge of functional assessment techniques

· Describe and apply the current state of our knowledge of stimulus preference assessment procedures

· Describe and apply the current state of our knowledge of function-based interventions
· Describe and apply the current state of our knowledge of assessment and treatment procedures to a variety of populations
Course Format:
This course will be taught at a graduate level and will be conducted in a seminar format.  Most class meetings will consist of student presentations and group discussions and critiques of journal articles.  Students are expected to participate in and contribute to each discussion.

Course Requirements:
1) 
Attend and be on time for all class meetings.

2)
Read the assigned material before the corresponding class meeting. (Note: I reserve the right to add or delete readings to or from the schedule).  Also, complete the journal / chapter critiques before the corresponding class meeting.  At the start of each class, I will check to see if you have completed the critiques.  Completed critiques are worth 5 points.

3) 
There will be three quizzes during the semester (plus a final exam).  These quizzes will cover only the material that was assigned since the previous quiz (in other words, the quizzes are not cumulative).  The questions for the quizzes will primarily be drawn from the readings, but questions on the previous class discussions may also be utilized.  The purpose of these quizzes is to ensure that students have read the material.  The questions will not be difficult; if you read the material and attend class, you should be able to answer the questions. 

4)
Present 5 journal articles or book chapters to the class.  You should prepare a MS PowerPoint presentation for each presentation.  Please use the standard format Power Point presentation that I send to you via e-mail.  Your presentation should last 30 min. (no more, no less).  Please save your presentation to a disk or CD-Rom and give me a copy of the disk or CD-Rom.  Do not e-mail it to me.
5)
The final exam may be cumulative.  You will receive more information about the final exam as the semester progresses.  
Extra Credit:  Extra credit opportunities may be available.  See me for details.

Course Grading:
The study article/ chapter summaries are worth 16% of your course grade.  The quizzes are worth 36% of your course grade.  The final exam is worth 24% of your course grade.  The presentations are worth 24% of your course grade. 

Grades will be determined as follows:

Each Set of Article / Chapter Summaries (13 of them)



5 pts.




Each Quiz (3 of them)







50 pts.

Final Exam









100 pts.

Each Presentation (5 of them)






20 pts.

Total possible points (not including extra credit)




415 pts.


Grading Scale (points):
Grading Scale (percent):

A = 
371 and above


100-90

B = 
370-329


89-80


C = 
328-288


79-70

D = 
287-246


69-60

F = 
245 and below


59-0

Quiz Make-Ups:
Students are strongly discouraged from missing quizzes.  If you know in advance that you may have to miss a quiz, please meet with me to schedule a time when the quiz can be made up.  If a quiz is missed without advanced notification, a make-up will be permitted only under very special circumstances (e.g., with a note from a physician).  Quiz make-ups will not be given more than two weeks after the date of the original quiz.  

Attendance:
Students are strongly encouraged to attend every class meeting.  Data on attendance will not be taken.  However, remember that when you miss class, you miss material that may be on a quiz.  In addition, you may not get credit for completing your study guide questions on time.

Students with Disabilities:

If you require course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability, please see me as soon as possible.  If you have emergency medical information that I should be aware of, please see me during my office hours.

Note on Academic Misconduct:

Academic misconduct includes cheating, plagiarism, misappropriation of ideas, and fabrication of information.  Academic misconduct may result in a failure of a course assignment, failure of an entire course, or mandatory withdrawal from all classes.
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SPRING 2005 COURSE SCHEDULE

DATE


TOPIC


See Attached List of Topics for READING DUE
JAN 
13

Overview of Course




20

FABA OBM Conference (No Class Meeting)
27

Functional / Experimental Analysis 1

FEB
3

Functional / Experimental Analysis 2

10

Reinforcer Identification 1




QUIZ 1


17

Reinforcer Identification 2
24

Decelerative Procedures (Alter MO)
MAR
3

Decelerative Procedures (Extinction)


10

Spring Break (No Class Meeting)
17

Decelerative Procedures (Differential Reinforcement)

QUIZ 2

24

Early and Comprehensive Intervention


31

Skill Acquisition I (Language Training / Communication)
APR
7

Skill Acquisition II (Teaching Leisure Skills)

14

Skill Acquisition (Teaching Academic / Vocational Skills)



QUIZ 3


21

Health, Safety, Behavioral Medicine



Parent / Staff / Teacher Training

28

Behavior Analysis and Attention Deficit / Hyperactivity Disorder 




Behavior Analysis and Schizophrenia
MAY
2 (or week of)
FINAL EXAM
