PSYC 5931.06 (PSYC 6031) - Behavioral Assessment

Course Syllabus, Fall 2004

General

Class Time and Location: Thursdays 4 pm -7 pm in room B1130 (Bayou Building) 


Instructor: Dorothea Lerman, Ph.D., BCBA, Associate Prof of Psych

Office: Bayou Building, 1529-13; Phone: 281-283-3437; e-mail: lerman@cl.uh.edu

Office Hours: T 12 pm - 4 pm, W 10 am – 11:30 am, Th 12 pm - 1 pm or by appointment

University Emergency Hotline, 281-283-2221, for info about campus closings

Course Description

This course focuses on current research and best practices in the area of behavioral assessment.   Topics include direct observation methods, data analysis, experimental design, functional assessment, stimulus preference assessment, and ethics and professional issues. Class time will be devoted to critical discussion of the topic and assigned readings, in-class activities, and student presentations. Hands-on activities will take place both in and out of the classroom. Students will complete several projects during the semester and take a final written exam.

Required Course Material:

· Course Packet (available in book store)

· Miltenberger, R.  Behavior Modification: Principles and Procedures (any edition). Brooks-Cole Pub (This is a recommended text. An alternative introductory text in behavior analysis probably would be fine; please give the instructor the title and author(s) of the text that you plan to use.)

· Additional articles distributed by instructor (or available on JABA website)

Goals and Objectives

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

· select, operationally define, measure, and evaluate behavior using appropriate data collection, analysis, and display techniques, including procedures for evaluating reliability

· state the characteristics, advantages, and limitations of indirect, descriptive, and experimental assessment methods

· use indirect and descriptive methods to generate possible functions of a targeted behavior

· design a plan for conducting an experimental analysis

· use systematic preference assessments

· state key ethical and professional standards of applied behavior analysis

The course is designed to prepare students for the BCBA & BCABA exams, with particular focus on Content Areas 4 (Behavioral Assessment), 5 (Experimental Evaluation), 6 (Measurement), and 7 (Displaying and Interpreting Behavioral Data) of the Third Edition Behavior Analyst Task List (available on the web at www.bacb.com)

Study Questions for Assigned Articles 

Students will complete and submit answers to study questions for assigned articles (see schedule).  Student should bring two copies of the assignment to class: One to turn into the instructor at the beginning of class (this copy may be sent via e-mail prior to class) and the other to refer to while discussing the questions in class. 

Study questions appear at the end of some articles; others will be distributed by the instructor one week prior to the due date.  Each article will have 7-10 questions. The study questions are designed to focus students on some of the key elements of the article and, in some instances, to encourage a more critical analysis of the research. The complexity of the study questions will vary within and across articles. Some will require a simple summary of procedures; others will require students to go beyond the information contained in the article.  Answers should be complete but as concise as possible. Grading will be based on the content and quality of the responses. There may not be a "right" or "wrong" answer for all of the questions.  Note: Prepare to be challenged by some of the questions!  Students should read the article at least twice before attempting to answer the study questions. So, don't wait until the night before class to complete the assignment. The study questions will be discussed in class and returned by the instructor the next class meeting. 

Attendance and Class Participation

Class time will be devoted primarily to discussion, following a brief introduction of the topic.  Active participation will be expected. The quality and quantity of your participation will determine about 25% of your final grade. Thus, students are expected to prepare adequately for each class and to arrive on time.  A key factor in student success is class attendance, which can’t be easily replaced by copying someone else’s notes. If you must miss a class, you are responsible for finding a reliable student to take notes for you and to give you the details that you missed. Students are responsible for submitting all assignments by the due date (e-mail is fine). Students are responsible for all material, including changes to the syllabus or material that is distributed in class. Students are welcome to meet with the instructor during office hours or to set up an appointment outside of the established office hours to discuss the material. 
Measurement Project

Students will select, operationally define, measure, and evaluate a target behavior using appropriate data collection, analysis, and display techniques. The instructor will distribute a handout about this assignment at the second class meeting (9/2). The project will be due by the beginning of class on 9/23/04. Students will prepare a brief presentation about their project for the class. The quality of this presentation will be considered when determining the project grade.

Functional Assessment Project

Students will use indirect and descriptive methods to generate possible functions of a target behavior and then design a plan for conducting an experimental analysis.  The instructor will distribute a handout about this assignment at the third class meeting (9/9). The final written portion of the project must be turned in by the beginning of the last class meeting (12/2/04). However, certain portions of the project (rough drafts) must be submitted for instructor feedback at various points during the semester.  See schedule for tentative dates. In addition, each student will give a brief presentation about the results of the project. These presentations will be distributed across the last two class meetings. Thus, the project must be completed before the next to last class meeting (11/18/04). The quality of this presentation will be considered when determining the project grade.

Quiz

All students are expected to pass a 20-min quiz on basic concepts and terminology that is covered in the Miltenberger text or other introductory behavior analysis text.  Students will be required to write brief definitions or descriptions of key terms and concepts. A pre-test given at the first class meeting will include this quiz, among other things. The instructor will distribute a list of the basic concepts and terminology at the first class meeting.  The purpose of the quiz is to ensure that students quickly master material that is a pre-requisite for understanding much of the information and readings in the course.  The quiz will consist of 10 questions.  Students must complete 8 of 10 correctly in 20 min to pass the quiz.  A passing score on the quiz is required to pass the course. Students will take the quiz at the beginning of class each week until a passing score is obtained. Students who have passed the quiz should arrive to class at 4:20 pm until all students have completed this requirement.

Final Exam

A final, written exam with short-answer and essay questions that cover the major course topics will be given in class on 12/9/04.  Additional details about the final exam (structure, content, and grading criteria) will be distributed by 11/18/04.

Class Assessments

Students will complete a brief assessment during the last 15 min to 20 min of most class meetings. The assessment will contain several short-answer items about the topic covered in class that day.  These “checks for understanding” will provide useful feedback for the instructor and students.  Performance on these assessments will not count towards the final grade.

Late Assignments

 All assignments must be submitted by the due dates. One letter grade may be deducted from any assignment turned in up to 24 hours past the due date. Two letter grades may be deducted from any assignment turned in up to 48 hours late.  Assignments may not be accepted by the instructor more than 48 hours after the due date.

Grading

The quality of your written work, presentations, class participation, and grade on the final exam will be used to determine your final grade.  It is expected that you will do “A” or “B” work.  

                        Course Requirements 


Percentage of Contribution to Grade

Study Questions





25%

Class participation





25%

Measurement Project





10%

Functional Assessment Project




25%

Basic Concepts Quiz





N/A

Class Assessments (checks for understanding)


N/A

Final







15%

Other Course Policies

Academic Honesty Policy: All UHCL students are responsible for knowing the standards of academic honest. Please refer to the UHCL catalog and the student Life Handbook for the University Academic Honesty Policy. Plagiarism includes using research without citations or using a created production without crediting the source. Cheating includes copying even a single word of another student on an exam, practice quiz, or lab paper. For the extra credit article summaries (see below), plagiarism will be defined as four or more consecutive words taken directly from the article without the use of quotation marks. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a grade penalty, failure of the course, or possibly suspension from the university.


Disabilities: If you have a disability and need a special accommodation, first consult the Coordinator of Health Disabilities Services, Bayou 1402, (281) 283-2627, and then discuss the accommodation with me. This must be done before the first exam.


Cell Phones and Pagers: All cell phones and pagers should be turned off or, in emergency situations, to vibrate mode.  No calls should be answered in the classroom. If you forget to turn off your phone or it is in vibrate mode, exit the classroom immediately.


Incompletes: A grade of “I” is given only in cases of documented emergency or special circumstances late in the semester, provided that you have been making satisfactory progress. A grade contract must be completed. Please contact Ann Hinojosa for Incomplete contracts as soon as possible prior to the end of the semester.


Withdrawals: Note that Oct. 25 is the last day to withdraw without penalty from the course. All withdrawals must be done officially through the registrar’s office. If you simply stop attending class, the instructor must give you an F.


Changes in Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make appropriate changes in the syllabus. It is the student’s responsibility to keep updated on course information if he or she is absent.

COURSE SCHEDULE 

SSS Instructor will provide study questions

*** Article will be provided by the instructor.

WWW = Article must be downloaded from the JABA website:  

http://seab.envmed.rochester.edu/jaba/articles_selected/index.html
	Date

	Topic and Assignments

	8/26
	Intro to Course / Pre-test

Milt - Ch 4, 5, 6, 7 (see instructor if using different text)

	9/2
	Intro to ABA / Basic Concepts

Milt - Ch 1 (see instructor if using different text)

SSSBaer, D. M., Wolf, M. M., & Risley, T. R. (1968). Some current dimensions of applied behavior analysis. JABA, 1, 91-97. 

	9/9
	Measurement 

Milt - Ch 2 & Ch 3 (see instructor if using different text) 

SSSSaudargas, R. A., & Zanolli, K. (1990). Momentary time sampling as an estimate of percentage time: A field validation. JABA, 23, 533-537.

SSSKazdin, A. E. (1977). Artifact, bias, and complexity of assessment: The ABCs of reliability. JABA, 10, 141-150. 

	9/16
	Introduction to Functional Assessment 

Milt - Ch 13 (see instructor if using different text)

***SSSIwata, Vollmer, & Zarcone (1990).  The experimental (functional) analysis of behavior disorders:  Methodology, applications, and limitations.  In  Perspectives on the use of nonaversive and aversive interventions for persons with developmental disabilities (pp 301-330).

	9/23
	Indirect Assessment 

Measurement Project Due / Class Presentations

SSSSturmey, P. (1994). Assessing the functional of aberrant behaviors:  A review of psychometric instruments. J. of Autism and DD, 24, 293-304.

	9/30
	Descriptive Analysis 

Kahng, S., Iwata, B. A., Fischer, S. M., Page, T. J., Treadwell, K. R. H., Williams, D. E., & Smith, R. G. (1998). Temporal distributions of problem behavior based on scatter plot analysis. JABA, 31, 593-604.  

SSSLerman, D. C., & Iwata, B. A. (1993). Descriptive and experimental analyses of variables maintaining self-injurious behavior.  JABA, 26, 293-319.

	10/7
	Experimental Analysis I

FA Project: Indirect Assessment Due 

SSSIwata et al. (1994). The functions of self-injurious behavior:  An experimental-epidemiological analysis.  JABA, 27, 215-240.

WWWSSSHanley, G. P., Iwata, B. A., & McCord, B. E. (2003). Functional analysis of problem behavior: A review. JABA, 36, 147-185.

	10/14
	Experimental Analysis II

FA Project: Plan for Conducting Descriptive Analysis Due

SSSVollmer, T. R., Marchus, B. A., Ringdahl, J. E., & Roane, H. S. (1995). Progressing from brief assessments to extended experimental analyses in the evaluation of aberrant behavior.  JABA, 28, 561-576.

Smith, R. G., & Churchill, R. M. (2002). Identification of environmental determinants of behavior disorders through functional analysis of precursor behaviors. JABA, 35, 125-136.

SSSSmith, Iwata, Vollmer, & Zarcone, (1993). Experimental analysis and treatment of multiply controlled self-injury. JABA, 26, 183-196.

	10/21
	Preference Assessment 

SSSPace, G. M., Ivancic, M. T., Edwards, G. L., Iwata, B. A., & Page, T. J. (1985). Assessment of stimulus preference and reinforcer value with profoundly retarded individuals. JABA, 18, 249-255.
SSSFisher, W., Piazza, C. C., Bowman, L. G., Hagopian, L. P., Owens, J. C., & Slevin, I. (1992). A comparison of two approaches for identifying reinforcers for persons with severe and profound disabilities. JABA, 25, 491-498.
SSSDeLeon, I. G., & Iwata, B. A. (1996). Evaluation of a multiple-stimulus presentation format for assessing reinforcer preferences. JABA, 29, 519-532.

	10/28
	Classroom Extensions I 

SSSKern, L., Childs, K. E., Dunlap, G., Clarke, S., & Falk, G. D. (1994). Using assessment-based curricular intervention to improve the classroom behavior of a student with emotional and behavioral challenges. JABA, 27, 7-19.
SSSCooper, L. J., Wacker, D. P., Thursby, D., Plagmann, L. A., Harding, J., Millard, T., & Derby, M. (1992). Analysis of the effects of task preferences, task demands, and adult attention on child behavior in outpatient and classroom settings. JABA, 25, 823-840.
Ervin, R. A., DuPaul, G. J., Kern, L., & Friman, P. C. (1998). Classroom-based functional and adjunctive assessments: Proactive approaches to intervention selection for adolescents with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. JABA, 31, 65-78.

	11/4
	Classroom Extensions II 

***SSSNoell, VanDerHeyden, Gatti, & Whitmarsh (2001). Functional assessment of the effects of escape and attention on students' compliance during instruction. School Psychology Quarterly, 16, 253-269.

Northup, J., Fusilier, I., Swanson, V., Huete, J., Bruce, T., Freeland, J., Gulley, V., & Edwards, S. (1999). Further analysis of the separate and interactive effects of methylphenidate and common classroom contingencies. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 32, 35-50.

	11/11
	Other Extensions I

Piazza, Hanley, Bowman, Ruyter, Lindauer, & Saiontz (1997). Functional analysis and treatment of elopement. JABA, 30, 653-672.

Piazza, C. C., Fisher, W. W., Brown, K. A., Shore, B. A., Patel, M. R., Katz, R. M., Sevin, B. M., Gulotta, C. S., & Blakely-Smith, A. (2003). Functional analysis of inappropriate mealtime behaviors. JABA, 36, 187-204.
SSSWilder, D. A., Masuda, A., O'Connor, C., & Baham, M. (2001). Brief functional analysis and treatment of bizarre vocalizations in an adult with schizophrenia. JABA, 34, 65-68.

SSSWatson, T. S., & Sterling, H. E. (1998). Brief functional analysis and treatment of a vocal tic. JABA, 31, 471-474.

	11/18
	Other Extensions II 

Piazza, C. C., Adelinis, J. D., Hanley, G. P., Goh, H., & Delia, M. D. (2000). An evaluation of the effects of matched stimuli on behaviors maintained by automatic reinforcement. JABA, 33, 13-27.
Bowman, L. G., Fisher, W. W., Thompson, R. H., & Piazza, C. C. (1997). On the relation of mands and the function of destructive behavior. JABA, 30, 251-265.

SSSChapman, Fisher, Piazza, & Kurtz (1993). Functional assessment and treatment of life-threatening drug ingestion in a dually diagnosed youth. JABA, 26, 255-256.



	11/25
	Holiday

	12/2
	Ethical and Professional Issues

Assigned readings will be provided by the instructor prior to class.

	12/9
	Final Exam


