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Applied Behavior Analysis I: Theory (Psychology 730)

Syllabus Fall 2004

Peter Sturmey Ph.D. 
Syllabus

This course will provide a survey of basic issues in Applied Behavior Analysis. Topics will include definition and measurement of behavior; functional assessment and functional analysis; single subject experimental design; methods of increasing behavior; methods of decreasing behavior; discrimination, generalization and maintenance; application of applied behavior analysis to educational, clinical and social problems in human populations; staff and parent training; and ethics. Cross-cultural aspects of behavior analysis will be reviewed in topics such as selection of target behaviors and working with families and staff. The course will review the applications of applied behavior analysis with children, seniors, and persons with disabilities.

Text book

Miltenberger, R. (2004). Behavior Modification. Principles and Procedures (third edition). New York: Brooks / Cole. 

Grade for 730.1

The final grade will be assigned based on 2 elements. 

1. The grade derived from in class tests on chapters in Miltenberger will be weighted 75% of the final grade. One lowest test will be dropped from the calculation of this grade. Any test may be retaken one time only by arrangement with Professor Sturmey On either Tuesday or prior the Wednesday class. 

2. The grade from a final exam scheduled in the last week of the semester. The final exam will be the same format as the in class tests, but will be cumulative. It will consist of a stratified random sample of questions from a large bank of questions that accompany the text.  It will sample the material from each and every chapters of the Miltenberger book. The grade on final exam will be weighted 25%. 

Office hours


My office hours are by arrangement on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons through psturmey@aol.com. Do not leave phone messages as they may not be answered for several days .

Cheating, plagiarizing, aiding or abetting cheating or plagiarizing.

You may not cheat, plagiarize, aid or abet cheating or plagiarizing in this class. Anyone found to cheat, plagiarize, aid or abet cheating or plagiarizing in any part of this class will be given a final grade of F for the class and the Queens College procedure for plagiarism invoked.

Code of conduct in class

 It is important that the class is conducted in an orderly fashion so that everyone can learn. Eating, cracking gum, drinking and sleeping are not permitted in class. Cell phones and other electronic devices that disrupt class must be turned off prior to entering the classroom. You may not take calls or receive or send text messages in the class. Disruptive behavior, such as loud talk while the professor or other students are talking or working is also not permitted.  Students who do not follow this code of conduct will be asked to leave the class.

Reading and test schedule

Tests are on Monday at the beginning of the class from 6:30 to 6:45 unless otherwise indicated. Latecomers may not take the tests during or after the class, but may retake the test on Tuesday or Wednesday before the class. 

	Week / Date
	Topic

(Miltenberger chapters)
	Notes

	Week 1 (8/30/04)
	Characteristics of behavior; Purposes of behavioral assessment (Miltenberger 1 & 2). Cross-cultural aspects of selecting target behaviors. Observing and recording behavior
	

	Week 2 (9/6/04)
	The graph in behavior modification (Miltenberger 3). Celeration charts [Note this is not in Miltenberger]. 

Chapter 4 Reinforcement. 
	College Closed Monday for Labor Day. 

Test #1 (Chapters 1 & 2) on Wednesday. 

	Week 3 (9/13/04)
	Extinction (Miltenberger 5)
	Test #2 (Chapters 3 & 4). 

College closed on Wednesday for Roche Hashanah. 

	Week 4 (9/20/04)
	Punishment & Stimulus control (Miltenberger chapter 6 & 7)
	Test #3 (chapter 5) 

	Week 5 (9/27/04)
	Respondent conditioning and shaping (Miltenberger 8 & 9). 
	Test # 4 (Chapters 6 & 7). 

	Week 6 (10/4/04)
	Prompting and Chaining (Miltenberger 10 & 11). 
	Test #5 (Chapters 8 & 9)

	Week 7 (10/11/04)
	Skills training & Functional assessment (Miltenberger 12 & 13). 
	College closed Monday for Columbus Day. 

Test #6 (Chapters 10 & 11) on Wednesday. 

	Week 8 (10/18/04)
	Applying extinction & Differential reinforcement (Miltenberger 14 & 15). 
	Test # 7 (Chapter 12 & 13)

LAST WEDNESDAY CLASS. 

MID-TERM PAPER DUE Wednesday 10/20/04

	Week 9 (10/25/04)
	 Using Punishment & Positive punishment

(Miltenberger 16 & 17)
	Test # 8 (Chapters 14 & 15)

NO MORE WEDESDAY CLASSES

	Week 10 (11/1/04)
	Ethics & Promoting generalization (Miltenberger 18 & 19)
	Test #9 (Chapters 16 & 17)

	Week 11 (11/8/04)
	Self-management & Habit reversal (Miltenberger 20 & 21)
	Test #10 (Chapters 18 & 19)

	Week 12 (11/15/04)
	Token economy & Behavioral contracts

(Miltenberger 22 & 23)
	Test #11 (20 & 21)

	Week 13 (11/22/04)
	Fear and anxiety and cognitive behavior modification(Miltenberger 24 & 25)
	Test #12 (Chapters 22 & 23). 

	Week 14 (11/29/04)
	Behavioral contracts & Fear and anxiety (Miltenberger (23 & 24)
	Test # 13 (24 & 25)

	Week 15 (12/6/04)
	Course review to prep for exams. 
	Will include a practice final exam. 

	Week 16 (12/13/01)
	Final paper for practicum due Monday 12-15-04 at 6:30 PM. 
	

	Week 17 (12/20/04)
	Final exam for ABA I Theory scheduled Monday 12-20-04 at 7:30 PM
	


Applied Behavior Analysis I: Practicum (Psychology 730.5) Syllabus

Syllabus

Peter Sturmey Ph.D.

Syllabus

This course will provide an introductory practicum in Applied Behavior Analysis. Some practicum exercises will be completed during class time on campus. The majority of practicum hours will be completed at a practicum site. 

The class includes 30 hours of face to face instruction, including 15 hours of behavioral assessment and selecting intervention outcome strategies and 15 hours of other applications of behavior analysis.

· 2 credits 

· Prerequisites: Open to all matriculated MA students in the CBA program or in the Learning Processes Ph.D. program. Others must obtain permission from the Head of MA Programs. 

· Coreq: Students must be concurrently enrolled in 73001 

Introduction to field applications of basic theory and methodology of applied behavior analysis, including: 1) the technical language , 2) operational definition, 3) assessment of reliability and generality, 4) data analysis, 5) research design in natural settings. Students are required to attend a practicum setting for a minimum of 8 hours per week for 10 weeks. Group supervision will be provided in the weekly small group meetings of 73001. 

There are a total of 18 classroom hours and 80 on site practicum hours for this class. 
Practicum sites

The following sites are approved practicum sites for ABA I /II. These sites have supervisors with expertise in ABA and a track of applied research in this area. Students are strongly recommended to use these practicum sites. 

Students may use their place of work as a practicum site, if there is a person with expertise in applied behavior analysis and research in this area available to mentor the practicum. Students choosing to do so have the responsibility to ensure that sufficient expertise and supervision is available to supervise their research.  

	Site
	Supervisor and contact information

	Queens Society for Autistic Children preschool nursery. 

Preschool children with autism spectrum disorders in North Queens. This is a day school that runs in the mornings and early afternoons. 
	Deborah Gruber (Director)

Deborah Gruber is a QC Learning Processes Doctoral student. Ongoing research at this site includes work on 

· teaching staff to use incidental teaching, and,

·  teaching yoga to children with autism. 

	QSAC (general number) 

(A variety of school and after school services for children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorders. Includes mostly day programs, but some after school and weekend programs)
	Ron Lee (Director)

Ron Lee is a QC Learning Processes Doctoral student. Ongoing research at this site includes 

· evaluation of behavioral procedures to induce variability in the social and language behavior  

· teaching staff to use incidental teaching

(718) – 805 – 1515

	NYCLI,

 College Point, Queens. 

(A replication site for Princeton Child development Institution, run by QC graduates. A day program. )
	Dr. Jill Young & Dr. Sue Vener (Directors)

Both are graduates of the Learning Processes Doctoral degree. Ongoing research includes work on 

· imitation

· language training

· social behavior

(718) – 445 – 0752

	Genesis II, 

220, Washington, 

Plain View, 

Long Island. 

(Exit 37 off LIE)

(A school for children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorders and outreach program on Long island)
	Dr. Mary McDonald (Director)

Dr McDonald is a recent graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral Program. Ongoing research includes:

· video-modeling

· response variability

· social and language training

(516) – 937 – 1397. 

	Alpine, Riveredge, NJ. 

(A school for children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorders and outreach program just in NY. A day program). 
	Linda Meyer & Brigette Taylor (Directors). 

Dr. Taylor is a member of the editorial board of JABA and an internationally recognized expert in behavior analysis. Ongoing research includes work on 

· Language training and social behavior

· Non-social stimulus control of social and language behavior



	Lifespire

(Services for adults with developmental disabilities; has multiple sites. Dr Kaplan is  QC graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral program)
	Dr. Howard Kaplan Ph.D

Dr. Kaplan is a graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral program. Ongoing research includes work on 

· Feeding problrms in adult with mental retardation

· Choice and people with mental retardation

(212) – 731 – 0100 x 168

(212) – 441 – 9142.

(718) – 439 – 7000 / 8000

	Clearview Nursing Home

(Dr Reeve-Domani is a QC graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral Program working with on staff stress management using an ABA framework)
	Dr. Lauri Reeve – Domani Ph.D. 

Dr. Reeve-Domani is a graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral program. Recent research at these sites include

· Teaching supervisors staff management skills

· Behavioral approaches to staff stress management 

(718) 347 – 2651

	United Cerebral Palsy

A multi-component service for people with cerebral palsy. 
	Dr. Lauri Shauer Ph.D.

Dr. Shuaer is a graduate of the Learning Processes Doctoral program. Ongoing resrach includes wortk on 

Cheating, plagiarizing, aiding or abetting cheating or plagiarizing. 
· Use of activity scheduled with people with physical disabilities

(516) – 378 2000 (x461)

	CHIP

(Preschool services for children with autism spectrum disorders with services on Staten island, Queens, and Manhattan). 
	Lois Bond (Director)

Tommy Gianoumis (Former QC Clnical Masters student)

Dr. Diane Taranto Clinical Director

Primary contact is Tommy Gianoumis. 

sgianoumis@aol.com
Recent research includes work on

· Natural language paradigm interventions to promote elaborated language use

· Staff training in NLP

718-956 3399. 

	Developmental Disabilities Institute, 

Smithtown, Long Island. 

(A services for adults with developmental disabilities. Professor Carr is an internationally recognized contributor to the area of functional assessment and positive behavioral support). 
	Professor Ted Carr, Department of Psychology, SUNY at Stonybrook. 

Professor Carr is one of the most important contributors to the field of behavior analysis and one of the founding researchers in the filed of positive behavior support. 

Ongoing research includes 

· Ecological interventions “mood” and other establishing operations

· Positive behavior support



	Institute for Educational Advancement. 


	Dr. Dawn Buffington (Director)

Dr. Buffington is a graduate of the Learning Porcesses Doctoral program. Recent research at this site includes

· Non-verbal aspects of communication

(210) – 262 – 3287

	Outreach TPAC

(Alpine on Long Island)
	Dr. Effie Kymissis. 

Dr. Kymissis is a recent graduate of the Learning PORcesses Doctoral program and is involved in community based work with families. 

(Ask Sturmey if, you are interested)

	Institute for Basic Research,

1050, Forest Hill Road, 

 Staten Island, 

Pre-school Nursery

(718) – 494 – 0600.

(School for 18 children with autism on Staten Island and  a larger school in Mannhatten)
	Dr. Bobby Newman Ph.D.

Dr. Newman is a recent graduate of the Learning Processes Program. Recent research includes 

· Teaching social behavior 

· Evaluation of parameters of discrete trial training, such as intertribal interval and concurrent schedules operating during DTT (at Staten Island with graduate students Darleen Nigro and Haven Bernstein)

Darkoverlord@prodigy.net


	Institute  for Basic Research, 

1050, Forest Hill Road, 

Staten Island

(Research on assistive technology in special education and autism). 
	Dr. Steve Holburn, Ph.D.

Dr. Holburn is a nationally recognized expert in the area of person centered planning and ABA. 

Research research includes 

· assistive technology in special education and autism

· person centered planning

· promoting physical in adults with mental retardation


Course text


There is no course text. Students should have access to a copy of the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th edition.  Washington, DC: Author.) If you have not written in APA 5th edition format in the last year I recommend you purchase a copy. Start by reviewing the model papers (Figures 5.1-.53, pages 306-320.)

Journals


Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. Students should be familiar with the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. You can search the abstracts and obtain a number of recent papers as PDF’s from the JABA web site: http://seab.envmed.rochester.edu/jaba/jabaindx.asp

You can subscribe to JABA for $15.00 per year as a student, by mailing a check to Kathy Hill, Business manager, JABA, Department of Human Development, University of Kansas, 1000, Sunnyside Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66045. Back issues and books of readings from JABA are also available from this address. 


Journal of Autism and Developmental Disabilities. JADD is not specifically a behavior analytic journal, but does include numerous articles on ABA and autism. It is available in the QC library


Other Journals. Other journals that are worth looking at include: 

· American Journal on Mental Retardation (*)

· Mental Retardation (*)

·  Research on Developmental Disabilities

· Journal of Intellectual Disabilities

· Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities

· Journal of Positive Behavioral Interventions

You can access some of these journals through 

· the Queens College Library and www.aamr.org (*)

· e-journal searches through the library web page 

· the World Wide Web, where abstracts and recent issues of journal may be available on line. 

Coursework

Practical exercises 

During the class and as assignments students will be assigned various practical exercises,  such as observing and defining human behavior, defining, counting, completing a graph of behavior, calculating inter-observer agreement, completing a reinforce assessment etc.  These practical exercises should be turned in as scheduled and will contribute toward your grade for this class. 

Practicum hours

Students are required to complete at least 45 supervised practicum hours to graduate from this class. Students must maintain a signed log of practicum hours throughout the class. Students must present the log in class to Professor Sturmey each week for counter signature. 

Students who do not complete the practicum hours by 12-13-04 will be given a grade of incomplete. When the practicum component and coursework are completed a final grade will be given. Incompletes must be remedied by the end of the Spring semester. Practicum hours for ABA I cannot be counted for Practicum hours for ABA II.  

Paper proposal


The main part of the practicum in Psychology 730.5 is to propose and beginning data collection on an novel and original applied behavior analytic study. Note that the study must be novel and original. For example, a proposal for a token economy to improve classroom behavior would not be accepted, as this kind of work has been published since the early 1960’s. However, a novel application or refinement of a token economy – for example, identifying teaching students to self-manage using a self-administered token economy, might be acceptable, depending upon publications in this area. This study will continue into ABA II in the Spring of 2005, and, potentially into the Practicum in Applied Behavior Analysis. By the end of this sequence of courses you should have: 

· completed at least one experimentally designed study

· used reliable observational data

· used a single subject experimental design that showed experimental control of the behavior

·  that changes a socially significant behavior to a socially valid degree, supported by social validity data

·  written up as a paper in APA format

Models for your proposals. The following model papers have been conducted recently at Queens College and include papers based on research in these classes. You can review them as models for your proposals. 

Sarokoff, R. A., Taylor, B. A., & Poulson, C. L. (2001). Teaching children with autism to 
engage in conversational exchanges: Script fading with embedded textual stimuli. 
Journal of Applied 
Behavior Analysis, 34, 81-84. [* PDF available on line]

Gena, A., Krantz, P. J., McClannahan, L. E., & Poulson, C. L. (1996). Training and 
generalization of affective behavior displayed by youth with autism. Journal of 
Applied Behavior Analysis, 29, 291-
304. [* PDF available on line]

Lavie, T. & Sturmey, P. (2002). Training staff to conduct a paired-stimulus 
preference assessment. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 35, 209-11.

Lee, R., McComas, J. J., & Jawor, J. (2002). The effects of differential and lag 
reinforcement schedules on 
varied verbal responding by individuals with 
autism. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 35, 391-402. [* PDF available on 
line]

McDonald, M. E. & Hemmes, N. S. (2003). Increases in social initiation toward an 
adolescent with autism: reciprocity effects. Research in Developmental 

Disabilities, 24, 453-465
Reinecke, D. R., Newman, B., Kurtz, A. L., Ryan, C. S. & Hemmes, N .S. (1997). 
Teaching deception skills in a game-play context to three adolescents with 
autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 27, 127-137. 

Sarokoff, R. A. &  Sturmey, P. (in press).  The effects of instruction, feedback, 
rehearsal, and modeling on staff implementation of discrete trial teaching. Journal 
of Applied Behavior Analysis, in press. {Copy available from Professor Sturmey.]
Watanabe,  M. & Sturmey P. (2003). The effect of choice-making opportunities during 
activity schedules on task engagement of adults with autism. Journal  of Autism 
and Developmental Disorders, 33, 535-538.
Mid-term paper

There will be a mid-term paper that will consist of a literature review and proposal for the ABA I / II project. Note that the project that is begun in ABA I will form the basis for the practicum component for ABA II. The research literature related to the final paper topic. For example, if the final paper is to assess consumers’ preferences for staff the mid-term paper could be a literature review on reinforcer assessment methodology. The paper must adhere closely to APA manual 5th edition style and be of a similar standard and format to a journal article. The word limit is 1,500 words, excluding title page, abstract and references. 

The Mid-term paper is due on Wednesday 10/20/4, 6:30PM. 

Final paper

The final paper will be a 3,000-word report of an intervention study using applied behavior analysis methods. It should constitute an original contribution to research.  It should use single subject experimental design. There should be at least three subjects. The intervention should use positive methods to increase appropriate, functional behavior. Additional credit can be received for integrating functional assessment and functional analysis methodology into the intervention. Student should have collected at least 6 baseline data points by 12-13-04

Final paper is due on Monday 12-13-04 6:30 PM. 

Grading papers


Papers will receive higher grades based up on the following criteria:

(a) A coherent and accurate summary of research findings; 

(b) A rational and critical analysis of the research literature reviewed; and,

(c) Adhering to correct style as described in The American Psychological Association 5th edition style manual. 

(d) Adhering to word length. Papers that are too short or too long will receive a deduction of up to 10%. 

(e) Late work will be penalized 20% per day or part of the day. Late work will no be accepted via e-mail. 

Calculation of final grade


The final grade will be determined as follows:

· Submit a file of brief reports of in class practica 
33.3%

· Midterm paper





33.3%

· Final paper 





33.3%

· Complete 45 on site practicum hours


Required to pass class

Peter Sturmey Ph.D. 

August 04, 2004

