PSYC 210: The Psychology of Learning (Catania/Myers) 
UMBC, Fall 2001, TuTh 10-11:15, LH3

Text:


LEARNING, Fourth Edition (available in bookstore)

Computer Programs:
BEHAVIOR ON A DISK, Version 4.0 (available in bookstore)
Course Calendar

(see next page for computer Progress Report due dates)



Quiz Schedule


Class Topics
Aug
30.





Introduction

Sep
4.





The Nature of Learning


6.





Classic Experiments: Films I


11.





Classic Experiments: Films II


13.
  Quiz on Ch. 1 & 2; Syllabus Quiz
Evolution


*18.





Stimulus Presentations


20.  
Quiz on Ch. 3 & 4


Consequences of Behavior


25.





Reinforcement


*27.





Punishment

Oct
*2.





Escape and Avoidance


4.  
Quiz on Ch. 5 & 6


Shaping: Films


*9.





Selection of Behavior


11.
  Quiz on Ch. 7


Stimulus Control


16.





Conditional Control and Novel Behavior


18.





Pigeon Demonstration


23.
  Quiz on Ch. 8 & 9


Basic Schedules


25.





Information, Self-Control, Choice


30. 
 Quiz on Ch. 10 & 11


Respondent Conditioning

Nov
1.





Emotion; Social Learning


6.  
Quiz on Ch. 12 & 13


Verbal Behavior


8.





Verbally Governed Behavior


13.  





Psycholinguistics


15.
  Quiz on Ch. 14, 15, 16


Verbal Learning and Transfer


20.





Mnemonics Demonstration


22.


THANKSGIVING BREAK


27.





Kinds of Remembering


29.  
Quiz on Ch. 17, 18 & 19


Cognition and Problem Solving

Dec
4.





Creativity and Cognition: Films


6.
  Quiz on Ch. 20 & 21


Learning & Evolution


11.




Conclusion (Review session)


18.
  Final Exam (10:30-11:30)

Catania: MP328 or SS507A; 410-455-2426 or -3002; mailbox in MP312; catania@umbc.edu
PSYC210 website:  http://webct.umbc.edu  (click on PSYC210, use guest as username and password)
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COMPUTER DUE DATES

The table below shows due dates for completion of computer programs.  To get full credit for each program listed, on the due date you must hand in a Progress Report showing that you completed that program; you'll get partial credit if you complete a program late or submit your Progress Report late.  Progress Reports will be collected in class before or after each quiz.  More information about computer programs and the points you can earn appears later in this syllabus.



Quiz dates

Programs Due

Aug
30.

Sep
4.


6. 


11.



13.
Quiz, Ch. 1-2

BOAD progress report; vocabA


18.



20.
Quiz, Ch. 3-4

vocabB


25.



27. 

Oct
2.



4.
Quiz, Ch. 5-6

Shaping Game-Easy (SH-Easy), Cumulative Records 1 (CUM1); vocabC


9.



11.
Quiz, Ch. 7

Three Shaping Programs (DIS, GLS, THR)


16. 


18.



23.
Quiz, Ch. 8 & 9
Shaping Game-Hard (SH-Hard); vocabD,E


25.



30.
Quiz, Ch. 10-11
Cumulative Records 2 and 3 (CUM2, CUM3); vocabF,G,H

Nov
1.


6.
Quiz, Ch. 12-13
vocabI


8. 


13.


15.
Quiz, Ch. 14-16
Verbal Shaping (VSH); vocabJ,K


20. 


22.
Thanksgiving Break


27. 


29.
Quiz, Ch. 17-19
Verbal Learning (VLG); 3 Memory Programs (STM, RCL, MEM); vocabL,M

Dec
4. 


6.
Quiz, Ch. 20-21
Problem Solving (PS)


11. 

Important Notes:

On SH-Easy and SH-Hard:  You get credit for SH-Easy if you complete Easy or any of the higher levels (Medium, Hard, or Very Hard).  For example, if you miss the deadline for SH-Easy but later complete SH-Hard on time, you get late credit for SH-Easy and full credit for SH-Hard.

On Verbal Shaping (VSH): Last century we discovered that on a few computers with BOAD running under Windows95, the Verbal Shaping Game didn’t run properly.  If you can’t win or come close to winning within half a dozen tries or so, check with us as soon as you can (in any case, don’t put this game off until the last minute).  Also, note that you must win without the expert-advice option to get credit.

On MEM: Note that this program has two parts; both must be completed for credit.
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THE SYLLABUS (YOUR HELP PAGES FOR THIS COURSE)
The function of a syllabus is to give you the information you need to get the most out of a course.  This syllabus will give you information about what you'll be responsible for, what our grading criteria are, and how you can study for quizzes.

QUIZZES.  Twelve quizzes consisting of true-false and multiple choice items will be held at the start of class on the dates shown on page 1. They will be worth at least 17 points each. There will also be a quiz based on this syllabus; you can earn 5 points by passing it. This course requires you to take 10 out of the 12 scheduled quizzes. If you choose to take more than the required 10, we'll drop your 11th and/or 12th lowest quiz scores automatically. If you miss 3 or more quizzes, we'll usually arrange the makeup or makeups for the most recent of your missed quizzes (rather than one of the earlier ones), to bring your total of quizzes taken up to 10. In most cases we limit makeups to special circumstances (e.g., your hospitalization, death in immediate family, subpoenaed court appearance). If you think you're eligible for a makeup, check with us as soon as possible. If you've missed 4 quizzes (1/3 of the quizzes in this course) and your other quiz grades are satisfactory, we’ll usually recommend an Incomplete. Also, if you're considering dropping the course, consult us about whether you're eligible for an Incomplete.

Where you notify us at least a week in advance that you are going to miss a quiz that you would like to take (e.g., because of athletic participation or an obligatory religious holiday), we can usually arrange for you to take that quiz before its scheduled date, so check with us if you know you'll have to miss a quiz. But to make arrangements we'll usually need to know at least one week before the quiz. 

Taking quizzes. On quiz days, bring a pencil with eraser for the optical scanning (“Scantron”) answer sheets. Get seated promptly and put away books and papers. Fill in your name and block in your ID number carefully. If we have to grade your quiz by hand because you didn't, we'll require you to do a brief report on a journal article in exchange for that grade (see us for details); the report must be done before the last day of classes, and if it's not done within 4 weeks of the grade posting (barring extenuating circumstances) you’ll lose 5 points from the hand-graded quiz.

As you take the quiz, record your answers on the quiz question sheet, which you can keep, as well as on the answer sheet. If you think a question is ambiguous, assume it’s looking for information about what you know and not that it’s been designed to trick you. But when in doubt, raise your hand and one of us will come to you. Maybe we’ll be able to resolve the ambiguity and sometimes our answer to you may be worth sharing with the whole class. In any case, it’s better to ask during the quiz, when you can still modify your answer, than afterwards, when it’s too late to do so. When the quiz ends, put down your pencil and promptly pass in your answer sheet as instructed; we may not accept it if you keep writing or delay handing it in. If you finish the quiz early, please be patient (we’re sorry, but we can’t allow people who’ve finished early to break out books or other reading material before exam papers have been collected). We’ll review questions in class immediately after each quiz, so you can calculate your own grade right away. Quiz grades are also posted, and you should check your grades regularly to insure against scoring or record-keeping errors.

Exam content.  You're responsible for ALL course material. We emphasize material from the text but also may include items on class content and even this syllabus (there will be a quiz on this syllabus). The quizzes and final are cumulative: they concentrate on assigned chapters but also cover earlier chapters. Ordinarily, factual material and vocabulary make up the main content, but we might also ask details such as names of prominent researchers from time to time.
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Old quizzes.  To prepare for quizzes and the final, you may find it helpful to look at copies from past semesters, on reserve in the library and available for download from the PSYC210 website. We haven't provided answer keys to old quizzes because it's best for you to check out answers for yourself. A good method is to identify key words in a question and then to use the index to find the place in the text that covers the point addressed by the question. The glossary will sometimes also be helpful. If you've tried to work out an answer and are still uncertain, then come to see us about it or send a message to the website. Include the full text of the question and information about how you tried to figure out what the correct answer is (What page did the index lead you to check? What was unclear about the text you located? etc.) Try to avoid last-minute questions in class just before a quiz; that's the most difficult time for us to answer your questions carefully, because we have to concentrate on getting quiz materials organized and distributed and Progress Reports collected. But have questions you want to ask ready: if time permits before a quiz, we’ll take a few questions about old exam items from the class as a whole (that way, everyone will be able to hear our comments).

FINAL EXAM.  The final exam, worth 50 points, will be similar in form to the quizzes. You may earn enough points to be exempt from the final. To be eligible for the exemption, you must earn at least 13 points on the last quiz (whether or not it is among your best quiz scores). See page 8 for details.

Studying.  Remember that for each credit hour in a course, you should expect to do a minimum of two hours of outside work on your own, so in this course you should plan to set aside at least 6 hours of study per week (and, we repeat, that is a minimum recommendation; the more time you can put in to study, the better you will do).

We recommend the following: (1) Read and review each chapter at least twice (preferably 3 or 4 times) before the quiz date that covers it; make your first reading a quick pass to pick up the overall structure and worry about the details in later readings. (In other words, start with the big picture and get into the fine points afterwards.) (2) Spend some time going back over earlier material. (3) Browse through the whole text now and then, to familiarize yourself with what's to come later. And, (4) give special attention to material about questions you missed on earlier quizzes. 

Highlighting.  We recommend AGAINST highlighting of your text. You'll get more out of your study time if instead you take notes, prepare outlines, or write out in your own words something about what you have been reading. (Highlighting doesn't help you to learn anything; its main effect is that when you come back to a page to study it you'll tend to skip over the material that you didn't highlight.) If you must highlight, DON'T DO IT THE FIRST TIME THROUGH. That's the worst possible time to highlight, because it's too soon to make a good judgment about what's most important and what's least important. At least wait until you've become familiar enough with the material that you can make an informed judgment about what's worth highlighting and what's not. Based on our experience, many students cannot make that judgment well on the first reading or two of a chapter.

Also, consider highlighting using pencilled lines in the margins, which you can erase if you change your mind, instead of using permanent highlighting on the text itself. And definitely don't rely on someone else’s highlighting; try to get a clean copy of the text.  (Next best is one that is completely highlighted; we have seen those occasionally.)
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GENERAL CLASS REGULATIONS
We sometimes announce course information in class and we'll be increasing the availability of course information at the website. If you miss a class, you should check whether anything was announced in that class. Grades will be posted at the website and (occasionally) on the wall opposite MP326. Check your grades often to insure that your records agree with ours.

Getting in touch with us. You can reach us by email, via the website, by leaving a message in one of our mailboxes at the Psychology Dept office (not under our office doors), or by phone. Use email messages for matters that concern only you (e.g., a problem with your grade on a quiz); use the website for matters that may be of interest to others in the class (e.g., a query about the answer to a question on an old quiz). For the latter, include the question in full and information about how you tried to figure out what the correct answer is (e.g., What page did the index lead you to check? What was unclear about the text you located? etc.), and try to post your question at least two or three days before the relevant quiz (we try to check and reply to email and website postings daily, but that is not always possible).

If you send an email message, send copies to all three of us (Catania, Shimoff, McIntyre). If you want to talk to one of us and give us your phone number, please be sure to include the times when you can be reached (answering-machine phone tag is not manageable in a class as large as ours). For questions about your grades (e.g., discrepancies between what you thought you earned on a quiz and what’s posted as your quiz grade, or the status of your Progress Report credit), start with the TA, Stacey McIntyre. If you don’t have time to see her before or after class, you can contact her by email. 

Seating. We collect data on relations between grades and attendance, so we’ll arrange required seating early in the course and will take attendance regularly. The seating will be in effect throughout all classes. Those with special seating needs should request them in writing (we’ll announce how to do so early in the course, before any seats are assigned). Details about seating arrangements will be discussed in class.

Questions affecting grades. If you have questions affecting grades (e.g., problem with quiz grade, alternative answer to a quiz question, etc.), we'll sometimes ask you to present it in writing and to indicate whether you think the resolution of the problem should apply only to you or to everyone in class. We find it's often not a good idea for us to make snap decisions under time pressure in class.

Taping lectures. Feel free to tape lectures.

Tutoring. Students having trouble should consult us early; if you come to us with problems only after the course is more than half over, it may be too late. Tutoring services are usually available through the Learning Resources Center, but because the LRC must locate tutors qualified to tutor for this course, early referral is essential. 

Classroom courtesy. If you ask questions that are answered in this syllabus, you're taking up everybody's time unnecessarily. And if your comments to neighbors or other activities are enough to distract us, we'll assume they also disturb other students and we may ask you to leave the room. When such cases are particularly egregious (look it up), we may subtract points from your grade.

Campus closings. If the campus is officially closed on the day of a scheduled quiz for bad weather or other reasons, the quiz will be given at the start of the next regular class day after the cancellation.  In the exceedingly unlikely event that the closing affects two scheduled quizzes, both quizzes will be given on the next regular class day.

PSYC 210,  Fall 2001





(Page 6 of 8 pages)

COMPUTER ACTIVITIES
BEHAVIOR ON A DISK (BOAD):  BOAD runs on IBM-PC or compatible systems (start it from RUN in Windows) and is available as a 3.5" disk. The disk can be used in drive A or drive B (but the programs won't run from the C drive). Computers that will run these programs are available in Eng/CompSci rooms 020 and 021 and elsewhere on campus. The programs will NOT run on non-PC computers (e.g., Macintosh). The programs include games and experiments. On your first session, you'll store your name and ID number on your disk. After that, data are automatically stored whenever you complete a program, so you can print out a progress report for handing in. If you use a pin-feed printer, please remove the punched-hole strips on each side of the paper before handing it in. Remember that your disk will contain information about work you've done in the course, so take care of it: protect it from temperature extremes, spilled liquids and magnetic fields. Never remove your disk from a disk drive unless you first exit from all programs and menus. Especially, don't try to swap disks to print out progress reports successively from two different student disks; you could mess up BOTH disks.

PROGRESS REPORT:  This shows what you've done. CHECK YOUR PROGRESS REPORT AT THE END OF EVERY COMPUTER SESSION. Whenever possible, print out your progress report each time you complete a new program, so you have a record if something nasty happens to your disk. If you think you've completed an exercise and Progress Report doesn't show you've done so, or if you have any other problems with your disk, CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY -- don't wait for the deadline for handing in your progress report. 

PROGRAMS.  Elsewhere in this syllabus, BOAD programs are abbreviated as follows:


SH
Shaping Game


VLG
Verbal Learning


THR
Threshold Game

MEM
Memory Span (2 parts)


GLS
Goal Setting


STM
Short-Term Memory


DIS
Distribution Game

RCL
Cognition in Recall


VSH
Verbal Shaping

PS
Problem Solving


CUM
Cumulative Records and Reinforcement Schedules (3 PARTS)


The 3 parts of CUM are:
CUM1
Matching cumulative records






CUM2
Discriminating schedule performances






CUM3
Identifying schedule contingencies

In the Shaping Game, you need to win the EASY and later the HARD (not VERY HARD) version for credit. And if you’ve won any version of the Shaping Game, we know you could have won any of the easier versions. The computer shows the best you've done. You can repeat this or other programs without worrying about how well you do the next time around, because the computer never subtracts from your progress. What you need to know about each program is given in instructions on the disk, and most programs can be completed in less than half an hour. 

ESSAY SETS: The course includes a short-essay program (for PC but not Macintosh computers), downloadable from the PSYC210 website or available on the PC computers in Eng/CompSci rooms 020 and 021. To run the Essay Sets program on computers in the computer labs: click the PSYC210 icon to transfer the program from the server to the computer you're working on, then click the START button on the lower left of the screen, and then click 210ESSAYS. Whether you run the Essay Sets at the computer labs or on your own computer, you'll need a PC-formatted 3.5" disk (don't use your BOAD disk for this purpose). Label your disk as “Essay Disk, PSYC 210, Fall 2001” followed by your name and ID number. We'll collect this disk (but not BOAD) at the end of the semester (you can make a copy of it if you want to keep using the Essay Sets after the collection date). The Essay Set units you're required to complete depend on your social security number, as summarized on page 2; half the class will do Essay Set 1 but not Set 2; the other half will do Set 2 but not Set 1.
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Downloading the Psyc 210 Essay Sets: Point your browser to http://webct.umbc.edu, and click your way to Psyc 210. Then click the little house (or the name of the course). Log in using guest as both username and password. Then click the Download Essay Sets icon.

1.
You'll see the familiar Save As dialog box. Decide on (and make a note of) the folder where you'll want to save 210Down.exe, and save the program. The 210Down.exe program is now on your computer. It is a self-extracting PKZip file that will create a program called setup.exe in the Psyc 210 Setup directory

2.
Close your browser and find 210Down.exe (if necessary, using Window's Find or Explore).

3.
Click the 210Down.exe icon. It will use PKZip to create a Psyc 210 Setup directory and will install the "set-up" program there. To do this, simply click the Extract button in the lower left of the screen. You'll then have the "set-up" program in the Psyc 210 Setup directory.

4.
Use the Windows Explorer to get to that directory, where you'll find a progam called Setup.exe.  You'll now use it to create the Essay Sets program. Click it and follow the instructions. When you're done, you'll have the Psyc 210 Essay Sets installed on your computer.

5.
The Essay Sets program is in Program Files\210Essays\210Essays.exe. Click it (or use RUN) and you're in business.

The Essay Sets review important terminology. Each set consists of 5 questions, each of which can be answered in just one or two sentences. In some sets, you'll write your answer just once. In others, after you write your answer you’ll be asked to rate it and then you’ll get some feedback and chances to revise it, and finally you’ll be able to compare your revised answer with a sample correct answer. Additional details will be available in the instructions that accompany the program for the essay sets. Sets 1 through 12 of the essay sets are abbreviated elsewhere in this syllabus as follows:


essay1
(e1)
Ch. 1-2
Basic terms


essay2
(e2)
Ch. 3-4
Stimulus presentations


essay3
(e3)
Ch. 5
Reinforcement


essay4
(e4)
Ch. 6
Punishment


essay5
(e5)
Ch. 7
Operants


essay6
(e6)
Ch. 8-9
Stimulus control


essay7
(e7)
Ch. 10-11
Reinforcement schedules


essay8
(e8)
Ch. 12-13
Respondent Conditioning


essay9
(e9)
Ch. 14-15
Verbal behavior


essay10
(e10)
Ch. 16-17
Verbal learning / Linguistics


essay11
(e11)
Ch. 18-19
Remembering


essay12
(e12)
Ch. 20-21
Cognition / Problem solving

Computer due dates. Dates on which Progress Reports for computer exercises are due are shown on page 2. Each program from BOAD earns 4 points if handed in on time and 2 points if late; each essay set earns 4 points if handed in on time and 2 points if handed in late. Note that if you don't get programs done on time, you may also lose points by missing relevant questions on the quizzes given on those due dates. If you finish programs after the due dates, you must get your Progress Reports in by the last day of classes. Unless we’ve given you individual permission to do so (e.g., because of a disk problem), we will not accept late progress reports after the final exam period has started. You may complete programs early, but don't do them TOO early; you get the most from them when you do them close to the time at which we cover the relevant material.

It's best to hand in your computer material at collection time in class. If you plan to leave reports  at the Psychology Department office, put it in the mailbox of our teaching assistant (NEVER leave it under an office door). Once more for emphasis: to protect yourself against disk loss or damage, print out a backup copy of your progress report whenever you complete a new BOAD or essay set program. You may also want to store your backups separately from your disk (e.g., if you keep both in a bookbag and the bookbag is lost or stolen, you'll have nothing to show for your work).
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Your grade will be based on the TOTAL POINTS you earn from quizzes, computer programs, final, etc. Grades in this course will be based on this table:




Points

Grade



300 or more
    A



275-299

    B



250-274

    C



235-249

    D



234 or less

    F


Each quiz will be worth at least 17 points (for a total of 170 or more possible points). The computer programs, syllabus quiz, etc., add a further 110 possible points, so that at least 280 points will be available before the final. The final (50 points) brings the maximum up to at least 330 points. Enter your points below to calculate your grade.


A (Quizzes) Enter your TOTAL POINTS (not %) for each quiz; absence counts as zero.  Be sure to use your grades AS POSTED:

 ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___   ___ 

   1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9      10     11     12   

Enter your 10 highest quiz scores from above:

___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ 



= ____ (A)


B (Quiz) Syllabus quiz: Enter 5 points if passed




= ____ (B)


C (Computer) Enter 4 points for each program completed on time, 2 points if late.  Maximum: 56

___  + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___
= ____ (C)

SH-E  SH-H  GLS   THR   DIS   VSH  Cum1 Cum2 Cum3 VLG  MEM STM   RCL    PS


D (Computer) Enter 4 points for each essay set on time, 2 points if late.  Maximum: 44

_______ +___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___ + ___


= ____ (D)

e1 OR e2    e3      e4      e5       e6      e7       e8      e9     e10     e11    e12


E (Computer): Enter 5 points for essay disk handed on Quiz 12 date


= ____ (E)


If the sum of (A) through (E) is 265 or greater, you get an automatic grade of A and you’ll be exempt from the final exam, PROVIDED YOU EARN AT LEAST 13 POINTS ON THE LAST QUIZ.


F (Final) Enter Final Exam Grade





= ____ (F)

Final grade (if you are not exempt from the final with a grade of A):


        Add (A) through (F ) and refer to the table at the top of this page:

(A) + (B) + (C) + (D) + (E) + (F) = _______

VOCABULARY AND ESSAY SETS:  This semester we're comparing multiple-choice vocabulary sets, available on BOAD, with a new short-essay computer program, which will be distributed separately.  Every student will have access to both sets of programs but will be randomly assigned to one of two groups: the first group will get points for completing vocabulary sets (with essay sets optional); the second group will get points for completing essay sets (with vocab sets optional).  But we encourage all students to complete BOTH vocabulary and essay sets.  We'll give more information about these programs in class.

The sets review important terminology. For the vocabulary sets: when you go through a set, each missed item reappears again later until you get it right. Each set consists of not more than 20 items. Progress Report will show your % score for a set when you finish it with at least 80% correct, but to earn points toward your grade for a set, you must score 90% or better. And (for students in both groups) we recommend that you continue until you get all items in a set correct the first time around (100%), to really master the material.

For the essay sets: each set consists of 5 questions, each of which can be answered in just one or two sentences. After you write your answer, you’ll be asked to rate it and then you’ll get some feedback and chances to revise it. Finally, you’ll be able to compare your revised answer with a sample correct answer. Additional details will be available in the instructions that will accompany the program for the essay sets.

As listed below, sets A through M of the vocabulary sets are abbreviated on page 1 as sets vA through vM; and sets 1 through 13 of the essay sets are abbreviated on page 1 as sets e1 through e13.


vA 
(Ch. 1-2)
Basic terms




vB 
(Ch. 3-4)
Stimulus presentations



vC 
(Ch. 5-6)
Reinforcement / Punishment



vD 
(Ch. 7-8)
Differential reinforcement



vE 
(Ch. 8-9)
Stimulus control




vF 
(Ch. 10)
Schedule properties



vG 
(Ch. 10)
Schedule performances



vH 
(Ch. 11)
Complex schedules



vI 
(Ch. 12)
Conditioning




vJ 
(Ch. 13-15)
Verbal behavior




vK 
(Ch. 14-16)
Psycholinguistics




vL 
(Ch. 17)
Verbal learning




vM 
(Ch. 18-19)
Memory



