6
2

SYLLABUS FOR BEHV 5150 -  SPRING, 2001 
Techniques in Applied Behavior Analysis

TEXT: 
Publication Manual of The APA [4th ed] and readings from applied literature

Location &

Time:
Wednesday evening 5:30-8:20 p.m. 

Instructor

Information: Janet Ellis, Chilton Hall-Rm 360E; (940) 565-3318 (voice mail); FAX: (940) 565-2467; E-mail: ellis@scs.cmm.unt.edu
OFFICE HOURS: 4-6 p.m. MONDAY; 4-6 p.m. TUESDAY or by  appointment 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to: 1) demonstrate ability to apply behavioral techniques via videotaped program presentations; 2) demonstrate ability to design procedures to meet behavioral goals by writing program procedures for the videotape project 3) carry out class assignments cooperatively and distribute work equitably in a group to achieve group goals; 4) demonstrate academic understanding of behavioral techniques through class discussions based on information from applied behavioral literature; 5) demonstrate ability to synthesize important facts into a 5 page executive summary for a symposium discussant; 6) deliver a final paper in a symposium format and answer discussant questions/classmates’ questions on the paper topic; 7) submit a 12-15-page final paper (excluding references) using  APA guidelines

      COURSE COMPONENTS 

Reading Assignments: These are listed below and will involve an application of the material during each class session which will be worth 10 possible points. 

Videotaped Presentations: These will primarily involve each of the assigned groups (details on another page). 

Rest-of-Class (ROC) Activities: Immediately following the VT presentations, this portion will involve the ROC in an activity related to the VT presentation. Each week ROC will locate an article related to the VT presentation material—using the Journal Article Registry to avoid duplications. Your article must be of recent origin (i.e., 1990-present), be from a behavior analytic journal, must relate to (i.e., enhance, describe variations, recommend procedures to modify) the problem behavior or a variation of the problem behavior (e.g., if topic is training eating behavior of a person with a disability your article could deal with training other life skills/social behavior/self-help medical procedures for a person with a disability). The typed 1-page description of the ancillary procedure will be accompanied by the article’s front page and 2 sheets of the Discussion section. (see Syllabus p. 6)

Final Exam (3 Symposia) + Final Paper (explained on subsequent pages).

Journal Article Registry: This will be an internet program that will enable you to avoid using the same article as one of your classmates. This program will be ready by Thursday, 18 January and a copy of instructions will be placed in each student’s mailbox. Those who do not have a departmental mailbox may call the Department Administrator, Mrs. Sharon Dumas (940) 565-2274 to make pick-up arrangements.

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Week #1 [1/17]: HOMEWORK: Read Johnston (1996): Distinguishing Between Applied Research and  Practice.  Johnston (1993): A Model for Developing and Evaluating Behavioral Technology. Locate an article (either on applied research or practice—the topic will be assigned in class on 1/17); attach the 1st page and the discussion section to a 1-page report on why this article applies to your assigned topic.

Week #2 [1/24]: ICA on Johnston articles

HOMEWORK: Dickinson (11989): The Detrimental Effects of Extrinsic Reinforcement on “Intrinsic Motivation.”

Iwata (1987): Negative Reinforcement in Applied Behavior Analysis: An Emerging Technology. There will be questions to answer as well as a written assignment to be presented to the class.

Week #3 [1/31]: ICA on Dickinson and Iwata articles

HOMEWORK: Everyone reads Stolz (1981): Adoption of Innovations from Applied Behavioral Research: “Does Anybody Care?” Those assigned to Myers (1995): Eliminating The Battering of Women by Men: Some Considerations for Behavior Analysis are:

      Paula Murphy, Karen Palinsky, Carrie Hartman, Christy Batson, Lanita  

      Berry.Those assigned to Jones & Azrin (1973): Roby Moy, Veronica 

      Delgado, Jill Scarbro, Michael Soderlund, Chris Jeffreys. Those 

      assigned to Lyons & Ghezzi (1995): Wagering on A Large Scale: 

      Relationships Between Public Gambling and Game Manipulations

      Two State Lotteries are: Joe Cermak, Stephanie Topolovec, Andrea    

       Fryer, Carrie Haycraft, Lana Kasten. Those assigned to Briscoe, 

       Hoffman, & Bailey (1975): Behavioral Community Psychology: 

       Community Board to Problem Solve include: Iris Arnodottir, Nicole 

       Patti, Holly Almon, Nadia Jamai, Jane Shively. Those assigned to  

       Sharpe Brown, & Crider (1995): The Effects of A 

      Sportsmanship Curriculum Intervention on Generalized Positive 

       Social Behavior of Urban Elementary School Students include: Julie 

       Lawrence, Coral Lee, Tessa Schreiber, Jason Simmons, M. Kathleen 

       Strickland, Lupe Castenada 

       Week # 4 [2/7]: ICA involving all persons listed above.

       HOMEWORK: Group #1 presents. 


       HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Each student not in Group #1 will 

       follow the instructions on pp. 1-2 re homework to be handed in. This  

        will apply to ROC homework each week. 

       Week # 5 [2/14] GROUP 1 PRESENTS. 
        HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7.

       Week #6 [2/21] GROUP 2 PRESENTS.

       HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7.

       WEEK #7 [2/28] GROUP 3 PRESENTS


        HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7

        WEEK #8 [3/7] GROUP 4 PRESENTS

        HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7

         WEEK #9 [3/14] GROUP 5 PRESENTS

         HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7

SPRING BREAK [21 MARCH]

WEEK #10 [3/28] Library time to prepare for your

final papers 

WEEK #11 [4/4] GROUP 6 

HOMEWORK FOR ROC: Same as for 2/7

WEEK # 12: [4/11] TBA

HOMEWORK FOR SYMPOSIUM A PRESENTERS

5-page executive summary delivered to Dr.Vaidya (typed, double 

spaced, and spell checked)

WEEK #13: [4/18] DISCUSS PAPER TOPIC IN   

INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS WITH INSTRUCTOR DURING CLASS PERIOD

WEEK #14 [4/25]

FINAL EXAM – SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATION-A

DISCUSSANT: Dr. Manish Vaidya

HOMEWORK FOR SYMPOSIUM-B PRESENTERS

5-page executive summary delivered to Dr. Rosales (typed, double 

spaced, and spell checked)

WEEK #15 [5/2]

FINAL EXAM—SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATION-B

DISCUSSANT: Dr. Jesus Rosales

HOMEWORK FOR SYMPOSIUM-C PRESENTERS

5-page executive summary delivered to Dr. Ala’i-Rosales (typed, 

double spaced and spell checked)

HOMEWORK FOR ALL STUDENTS: Turn in final papers


WEEK #16 [5/9]


FINAL EXAM—SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATION-C


DISCUSSANT: Dr. Shahla Ala’i-Rosales

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VIDEOTAPED DEMOS

Open with a brief introduction to the presentation (on tape or live): 1) importance of study, 2) short synopsis of what we’ll be seeing (e.g., baseline procedures, intervention procedures, graphed results) and 2-3 of the most relevant facts from the Discussion section.

VIDEO PORTION

· Each group member will function as a trainer for part of your videotaped demo. Review your tape to ensure that all you are doing is recorded clearly so your audience can determine when a response has been made, whether that response is correct or incorrect, when a prompt has been delivered, when reinforcers are delivered, etc.

· This demo will include all relevant conditions as graphed in the article. The class data will reflect behavioral outcomes of all conditions in the study. 

· Display final graph either on PowerPoint or on overhead to indicate the outcome of the intervention and discuss 2-3 important points from the discussion portion of the assigned article.

· Time Constraints – To ensure that everyone in class has an 


     opportunity to briefly describe their ancillary articles, 

ALLOW A TOTAL OF 100-120 MINUTES FOR THE 

ENTIRE VT PRESENTATION, INCLUDING THE IOA PORTION.

WRITTEN PORTION (Double space entire paper)

· Write up all the procedures, including filling in the missing ones) to ensure that we as data takers are able to follow what is happening in your program. Use abbreviations “TR” for trainer and “TE” for trainee in your program writeup. Limit your program training procedures to no more than 2-2-1/2 pages. There is no overall page limit for the written portion

· Your procedures write-up will include enough instructions so that a TR reading your program procedures would be able to implement them with little or no difficulty. 

FIRST PAGE OF PROGRAM:

· Include Group number and names; Title of Program (may not be the same as the article title)

· Problem Behavior

· Program Goal

· Mastery Criterion

· Materials (all equipment critical to  running this program)

FIT IN AFTER INCLUDING FRONT PAGE INFORMATION BUT DO NOT SEPARATE BL PROCEDURES—PUT ON THE SAME PAGE AND DO THE SAME FOR TRAINING PROCEDURES

· Baseline Procedures (NO  CONSEQUENCES PROVIDED)

· Training Procedures (CONSEQUENCES PROVIDED)

AT TOP OF DATA SHEET INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

· TE:___________   TR:_____________ DATE:_____

· TASK:________ MASTERY CRITERION

· SCORING KEY: (see below)

· Design a data sheet for the class to record on-going VT behavior. Your data sheet will contain all necessary information [e.g., + = correct R; - = incorrect R; NR = no R; 

P = prompted R] based on the content of your article. Each 

class member and the instructor will function as data takers 

for each videotaped demo. 


GRAPH OF PROGRAM DATA

· Include baseline on your final graph so that you demonstrate how your IV gradually gains control over the inappropriate behavior (i.e., decrease in inappropriate behavior and increase in appropriate behavior). To do this you may have to add data points to ensure that your program write-up ends as described in the study results. 

FINAL (APPROXIMATELY) 60 MINUTES AFTER EACH VIDEOTAPED GROUP PRESENTATION

· ROC activities will include 1 typed and spell checked individualized reading assignment (content/week generally described on p. 2)

· Attach front page and 2 pages of discussion portion of the article.

· Include research relevance to topic of group presentation, research outcomes and how these add to body of literature in the topic area. 

SYMPOSIUM  PRESENTATION DETAILS

· Symposium-A will consist of 8 presenters

· Symposia-B and -C will consist of 9 presenters each

· The content for each of the presentations will be a  summary of the main points in  each presenter’s final paper 

· The instructor will select a title for each symposium based on the contents of the papers for that symposium. 

SYMPOSIA PRESENTATION PROCEDURES 

AND GUIDELINES

The purpose of this type of final exam is to enable each student to have an opportunity to present a paper in a symposium (as a demonstration of what the department hopes you may be doing at ABA before you are graduated.). Presenters do not read their papers. 
· You may use note cards/ PowerPoint to clarify your presentation. (Do not write your presentation on PowerPoint—just words/phrases to help you recall what you have to say.)

· Each speaker in the first group will have up to 12 minutes to present. Speakers in the other two groups will have 9 minutes each. In all cases, the sound of the timer is your cue to stop talking.

· After each presenter the discussant will have 9 minutes (first group) or 10 minutes (second and third groups) to directly interact with the presenter; if there is time, audience members (i.e., the class) may ask questions.

·   ALL STUDENTS WILL BE PRESENT FOR ALL SYMPOSIA. POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FROM YOUR FINAL PAPER FOR ABSENCES DURING THESE FINAL EXAM PRESENTATIONS. 

SUBMISSION OF PAPERS TO YOUR DISCUSSANT

7  days before your presentation date you will submit up to a 5-page typed and spell checked “executive summary” of the main points of your paper. This serves 2 purposes: a) it will help you organize your paper for your presentation and b) will enable your discussant to prepare a useful response to you. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE FINAL PAPER

· The papers will be typed, double spaced and submitted in APA style ready for publication. The latest (4th ed.) of the APA style manual is your course textbook.

· Use APA style for the cover page. For this cover page include BEHV5150.001 Spring, 2000 after your title

· Each paper will include a 250-word abstract.  

· The paper topic can be on any area covered in the class and/or discussed with the instructor.  While I will look for an extensive review of the literature relevant to your topic, JEAB literature is not appropriate for this course. This is an applied techniques course and your paper will reflect this emphasis. 

· If you have any questions and/or want clarification on any of these parameters (or any other parameters), please contact me.

BASIS FOR GRADES 

· Weekly ICAs (includes written work, class discussion, weekly paper turned in/group presentation  (10 points/ICA possible)

· Videotaped Presentation (includes paper + videotaped presentation) (100 points possible)
· Final Exam: Oral Presentation (10 points possible) 

· Final Paper (90 points possible + another 10 points for following APA guidelines)

90% of total points  = A

80% of total points  = B

70% of total points  = C

ADA STATEMENT 

The Department of Behavior Analysis, in cooperation with the Office of Disability Accommodation, complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request to the instructor by the second class meeting. 

MEMBERS IN EACH GROUP OF SYMPOSIUM PRESENTERS

PRESENTERS IN SYMPOSIUM-A

M. Kathleen Strickland

Jason Simmons

Holly Almon

Karen Palinsky

Veronica Delgado

Chris Jeffreys

Andrea Fryer

Robert Moy

PRESENTERS IN SYMPOSIUM-B

Christy Batson

Joe Cermak

Julie Lawrence

Paula Murphy

Lana Kasten

Jane Shively

Michael Soderlund

Iris Arnodottir

Jill Scarbro

PRESENTERS IN SYMPOSIUM-C
Lanita Berry

Lupe Castenada

Nadia Jamai

Tessa Schreiber

Nicole Patti

Carrie Hartman

Coral Lee

Carrie Haycraft 

Stephanie Topolovec

ARTICLES AND GROUPS FOR EACH 

VIDEOTAPED PRESENTATION

GROUP #1: O’Brien, Bugle, & Azrin (1972). Training and Maintaining A Retarded Child’s Proper Eating.

Iris Arnodotti

Michael Soderlund

Christy Batson

Holly Almon 

GROUP #2: Rincover & Koegel (1975). Setting Generality and Stimulus Control in Autistic Children.
Veronica Delgado

Lanita Berry

Tessa Schreiber

Joe Cermak

GROUP #3: Godat & Brigham (1999). The Effect of A Self-Management Training Program on Employees of a Mid-Sized Organization.

M. Kathleen Strickland

Nicole Patti

Jill Scarbro

Carrie Hartman

GROUP #4: Touchette & Howard (1984). Errorless Learning: Reinforcement Contingencies and Stimulus Control Transfer in 

Delayed Prompting.

Jason Simmons

Julie Lawrence

Paula Murphy

Karen Palinsky

GROUP #5: Mason, McGee, Farmer-Dougan, & Risley (1989).

A Practical Strategy for Ongoing Reinforcer Assessment.

Carrie Haycraft

Jane Shively

Robert Moy

Chris Jeffreys

Holly Almon

GROUP #6: Iwata, Dorsey, Slifer, Bauman, & Richman (1982/1994).

Toward A Functional Analysis of Self-Injury.
Coral Lee

Andrea Fryer

Tessa Schreiber

Lupe Castenada

Lana Kasten

